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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Tariff Commission To Hold Open 
Hearing on Import of Wool, Tops 


The U. S. Tariff Commission will hold 
a public hearing in Washington on Sep- 
tember 29 as part of its investigation 
of the adequacy of the present import 
controls on raw sheep wool and wool 
tops to prevent material interference 
with the federal price-support program 
on wool. 


All persons interested will be given 
an opportunity to be heard. They are 
requested to give advance notice in writ- 
ing to the Secretary of the Commission, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Products to be covered by the investi- 
gation are: raw sheep wool (dutiable 
under paragraph 110la and 1102 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930) and carbonized wool 
and wool tops (both dutiable under 
par. 1106). The inquiry does not include 
carpet wools, which are free of duty. 

This investigation has been instituted 
by direction of the President on Sep- 
tember 2 under section 22 of the Ag- 
ricultural Adjustment Act, as amended. 
The purpose is to determine whether 
raw sheep wool, carbonized wool or 
wool tops are being or are practically 
certain to be imported into the United 
States under such conditions and in 
such quantities as to render or tend 
to render ineffective, or materially in- 
terfere with, the wool price-support pro- 
gram of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. 

If, on the basis of the Tariff Com- 
mission’s investigation and report, the 
President finds that the situation war- 
rants, he is authorized by law to im- 
pose upon the importation of the perti- 
nent products such fees or quantitative 
limitations as he finds necessary to 
prevent such interference. 

The import fees that the President 
may proclaim, which would be treated 
for administrative purposes as addi- 
tional duties, cannot exceed 50 percent 
ad valorem. Any, quotas imposed may 
not reduce the permissible total quan- 
tity entered for consumption to less 
than 50 percent of the quantity en- 
tered during a previous representative 
period. 

This is the fifth investigation which 
the Tariff Commission has been directed 
to institute under section 22 of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Act since its 


adoption in 1935. The four previous 
investigations dealt with cotton and 
cotton waste, wheat and wheat prod- 
ucts, edible tree nuts, and cotton tex- 
tiles. 


In the first three cases, the investi- 
gation resulted in the President’s or- 
dering the imposition of quotas or ad- 
ditional charges, for varying periods of 
time, upon the importation of particu- 
lar classes or types of the products con- 
cerned. 


CCC Offers Surplus 
Products for Export 


The Department of Agriculture has 
announced prices, below domestic lev- 
els, at which specified quantities of 
Commodity Credit Corporation holdings 


will be available during September to 
commercial exporters. The commodities 
available are: Dry edible beans, Aus- 
trian winter pears, wheat, oats, barley, 
corn, and cottonseed oil. 


Also eligible for export, at the same 
prices offered for sales to domestic 
buyers, are the following additional 
commodities from the CCC domestic 
sales list for September: Nonfat dry 
milk solids, raw linseed oil, and a num- 
ber of grass and corn crop seeds. 


These offers, the lists of which vary 
from month to month as commodities 
become available or commodities for- 
merly available are dropped, are de- 
signed to aid in moving CCC’s excess 
inventories into export through regular 
commercial channels. Sales are restrict- 
ed to buyers not using Mutual Security 
Agency dollars or other funds of the 
U. S. Government, but commodities for 
which the sales prices are “not less 
than” the domestic market price on 
the date of sale may be re-sold to buy- 
ers using such funds. 


Exporters desiring to be placed ‘on 
the mailing list to receive the monthly 
notice of surplus offerings of this char- 
acter should address the Production 
and Marketing Administration, U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington 
25, D. C, 





No Change in Duties 
On Groundfish Fillets 


The majority of the U. S. Tariff Com- 
mission has found that groundfish fillets 
are not being imported into the United 


States in such increased quantities as 
to cause or threaten serious injury to 
the domestic industry. 


The Commission therefore made no 
recommendation to the President, in 
the report on its invesitgation made 
public September 4, for the withdrawal 
or modification of the concession grant- 
ed on this product in the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

Groundfish fillets are among the prod- 
ucts on which domestic producers have 
applied to the Tariff Commission for 
an “escape clause’ investigation under 
section 7 of the Trade Agreement Ex- 
tension Act of 1951, alleging serious 
injury resulting from the tariff con- 
cession. 

Under the General Agreement, the 
duty on groundfish fillets is 17/8 cents 
per pound on a quota quantity, which 
is determined annually. The quota 
quantity is 15 million pounds or a 
quantity equal to 15 percent of the 
average annual United States  con- 
sumption of such fish during three pre- 
ceding calendar years, whichever quan- 
tity is greater. Imports in excess of this 
quota are dutiable at 2' cents per pound, 
the rate of duty originally provided 
for all imports of groundfish fillets in 
paragraph 717(b) of the Tariff Act of 
1930. 





ITALY now has 1,450 miles of .gas 
line, constituting the most extensive 
natural gas line system in Europe. A 
new line from Cortemaggiore to Turin 
was placed in service in July by the 
Italian company Nazionale Metanodot- 
tin. This line measures 16% inches and 
carries 106,000,000 cubic feet of gas a 
day. The gas is supplied from a pilot 
plant at Cortemaggiore recently con- 
structed by an American firm, 





SOUTH AFRICA’S production of - 
chemical raw materials in the first 
quarter of 1952 included the following, 
in short tons:. Pyrites, 8,300; barytes, 
550; phosphate rock, 22,260; and car- 
bon dioxide, 4,150,970 cubie feet, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Dollars Falls in Thailand Unemployment Rises in Argentine 
Industry; U. S. Wheat Imported 


Increased unemployment is reported in many Argentine industries 
and especially in the textile and clothing and the construction industries, 
with far-reaching effects on ‘auxiliary and supplemental activities. 

The extent of unemployment is difficult to estimate, particularly be- 
cause a large number of workers are employed part time or in alternat- 
ing periods. However, in the textile and clothing industry, which em- 


Market; Rubber Slow 


The dollar fell in the Bangkok mar- 
ket 0.60 baht—to 17.88—in the last 10 
days of July, probably as a result of 
heavy dollar sales by rice exporters. 
Less of a decline in the pound resulted 
in a slight increase in the local value 
of the pound expressed in dollars. 

Foreign exthange proceeds from rice 
exports need not be surrendered to the 
Bank of Thailand immediately upon 
receipt. Some rice exporters held back 
dollars until their period of grace ex- 
pired, hoping to be able to take advan- 
tage of a more favorable rate. 

Published reports confirmed the Gov- 
ernment’s intention of further increas- 
ing the exchange value of the currency. 
The Premier prophesied that the baht 
would rise to 35 to the pound “by next 
year,” while the Governor of the Bank 
of Thailand forecast a further baht ap- 
preciation and a Government-controlled 
newspaper printed a report that a hill 
to increase the baht’s value was being 
drafted. . 

Rubber Industry Depressed 

June rubber exports to the United 
States were 47 percent under 1951-52 
monthly averages. This drop suggests 
either that the decline in production 
is now making itself felt in the market 
or that exporters are holding out in 
the hope of a price rise. 

Bangkok newspapers have published 
stories of labor unrest among the rub- 
ber workers in the southern Provinces, 
but travelers recently returned from 
this area have reported no sign of 
strikes or other disturbances. The rub- 
ber workers’ wages normally vary 
directly with changes in the price of 
rubber. But while the rubber boom has 
collapsed, as a result of world price 
declines, the general price index in 
Thailand’s rubber-producing areas has 
not gone down materially. Under these 
conditions some labor discontent is in- 
evitable. 

The price of rubber, although con- 
siderably below 1951 levels, is still high- 
er than that prevailing before the Ko- 
rean War. 

New Cement Factory Approved 

Construction of a cement factory un- 
der Irrigation Department auspices was 
approved by the Cabinet Council, pri- 
marily to manufacture cement for the 
Chainat Dam and other projected hydro- 

electric installations. 

’ The factory, to be located in Saraburi 
Province in central Thailand, will cost 
about 30 million baht and have a daily 
capacity of 600 tons of cement. A con- 
tinuing demand for its output is assured 
through the fact that Thailand’s only 
other cement plant manufactures sub- 
Stentially less than the country’s annual 
requirements, 


ployed about 135,000 workers or 
in manufacturing in 1951, unem- 
ployment may be as high as 25 percent. 
No figures are available on the number 
at work directly on construction, but 
the industry is an important source of 
employment. 


A general wage increase, applicable 
to most industries and apparently 
amounting to between 25 and 30 per- 
cent was granted in March. As a result, 
wage purchasing power seemed to be 
above that of 1951. But the continued 
advance in the cost-of-living since 
March has greatly reduced if not offset 
the immediate gain in real wages. 

U. S. Wheat To Be Imported 


Arrangements were completed during 
July for importing approximately 200,- 
000 metric tons of U. S. wheat, the first 
such movement in Argentine history. 
This, together with the continued high 
rate of flour extraction and limited dis- 
tribution, is expected to extend through 
the crop year the deficient domestic 
supply resulting from last season’s 
drought-reduced crop. 

For each ton of imported wheat de- 
livered to the Argentine Government, 
traders are to receive 1.3 tons of ex- 
portable corn. Much of this corn will 
be exchanged in France for barley, 
which in turn is to be sold in Germany 
to complete an involved multilateral 
transaction. 

Rye supplies also were reduced, and 
this loss contributed to the serious 
deficit in bread grains. 


Crops Prospects Are Good 
The area in wheat is expected to be 
about 25 percent more this season than 
last. Weather has been highly favor- 
able and farmers are impelled by finan- 
cial needs to plant a cash crop. Con- 
currently there have been beneficial 





The Cabinet Council approved an ap- 
propriation of 30 million baht for the 
purchase of eight Diesel generators for 
Bangkok. That city has remained 
chronically short of power. 

Integrated power development for 
Thailand came a step nearer realiza- 
tion when a bill setting up a National 
Electric Power Commission was intro- 
duced in the Assembly after Cabinet 
Council approval. The World Bank 
specified such a ccmmission as a prere- 
quisite to any further loans for power 
development.—Emb., Bangkok. 


some 14 percent of all engaged 


changes in Government policies relat- 
ing to prices, credits, and importation 
of farm machinery. 

For other small grains, seedings are 
not significantly changed but forage re- 
quirements are less, resulting in good 
prospects for the harvest of grain. In- 
tentions on corn are still indefinite, but 
soil moisture will be good for early 
planting in September and October. 

Cattle marketings and beef produc- 
tion were greater than the restricted 
quota for domestic consumption, caus- 
ing a moderate accumulation of frozen 
stocks in packing houses. No deliver- 
ies were made to the United Kingdom, 
although it was announced that ship- 
ments would proceed on an open-price 
basis during the negotiation of a new 
Anglo-Argentine trade agreement. 

Wool Export Trade Revives 


Wool export trading revived in July. 
Sales passed 15,000 metric tons, com- 
pared with previous monthly totals 
under 5,000 tons. Exports were stimu- 
lated by the announcement, on July 
18, of a higher exchange rate plus sus- 
pension of the 8-percent export tax; 
the new effective exchange rate is 6.25 
pesos per dollar, against a former rate 
of 3S pesos. Simultaneously, sales were 
limited to payment in dollars or sterl- 
ing. A significant cause for improve- 
ment in Argentine receipts of urgently 
needed dollars was the fact that United 


States buyers took apparel as well as 
coarse wool. 


Grain exports from Argentina have 
(Continued on Page 19) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Business Conditions Sluggish in the 
Philippines; Cash and Credit Tight 


Philippine business activity remained sluggish through late August 
as the tight cash and credit situation continued. 

Problems of importers increased with: subdivision of the limited dol- 
lars to be provided for the bulk of imports through the end of the year 
and. with the first concrete official steps taken to implement the 50- 
percent reserve clause of the Import Control Law. Exporters were not 


hopeful over general outlook for sales 
of major Philippine products abroad, al- 
though prices for copra rose slightly and 
sugar quotations held firm. 


Although retail prices of consumer 
goods showed practically no change dur- 
ing the month, there was some move- 
ment in lines which until recently had 
been overstocked, such as certain types 
of. hardware, automobile parts, drugs, 
and textiles. Local observers considered 
the development a .reflection of concern 
over the reduced foreign-exchange allo- 
cation for controlled essential and non- 
essential imports during the second half 
of 1952. 

Some businessmen were hopeful that 
efforts of importing groups, backed by 
the Import Control Commission, would 
result in an increase of at least $20 mil- 
lion in the announeed allocation of $160 
million. The Central Bank which es- 
tablished the ceiling, however, has. indi- 
cated that the cut from the first semes- 
ter allocation of $190 million was essen- 
tial to protect the Philippines dollar 
reserve position in face of poor pros- 
pects for any substantial betterment in 
prices for leading export commodities. 


Lower Imports Disturb Business 


Following announcement of. the sec- 
ond half-year allocation for controlled 
imports, action taken by the Import 
Control Commission to reduce quotas 
for old importers..and producers ‘caused 
considerable disturbances among’ many 
members of the business community. 
Several large and long-established firms 
were weighing possibilities of continuing 
if restrictions were not eased. 

Further difficulties:arose from the iis- 
suance in August of two sets of rules, 
one by’ fhe Import ‘Control Commission 
and another by the Price Stabilization 
Corporation, for implementation of the 
Import Control Law provision which re- 
quires that reproducer importers reserve 
50 percent of their imports for ‘sale to 
‘Filipinos and Americans or juridical en- 
jtities owned or .controlled by them. A 
jconference was to be held to deter- 
amine which set of rules would prevail. 

Meanwhile, continued profitable oper- 
‘tation of mining, lumber, plywood, and 
‘transport industries was held to be im- 
possible under a 4-peso daily-wage scale, 
according to testimony of industry rep- 
tresentatives at hearings on exemption 
petitions. Such claims were’ disputed by 
labor groups. The scale, which became 
feffective in the Provinces on August 4, 
reportedly has already forced business 


4 


tetrenchment, and firms in provincial 
cities, notably Cebu, -are said to have 
been ‘releasing employees. 


Crop Price Trend Mixed 


Although stocks of edible rice were 
declining rapidly toward the end of the 
month, no signs of a critical shortage 
were apparent and rice prices remained 
relatively stable. Macan second-grade 
cleaned rice was quoted at 25.25 pesos 
per cavan in-late-August, or a rise of 
only .about 20 centavos for the month. 
(1 cavan of cleaned rice=123 pounds; 1 
peso of 100 centavos=US$0.50.) 

Sugar prices also held fairly well dur- 
ing August. Quotations averaged about 
14.75 pesos per picul of 139 pounds com- 
pared with 15.10 pesos in July and 13 
pesos a year earlier. 

Cepra prices in late August averaged 
21.25 pesos per 100 kilograms (220 
pounds) or 1.25 pesos over the quotation 
a month earlier but continued far below 
the 30.50 pesos quoted in the correspond- 
ing period of last year. Late August 
prices of abaca had fallen to 36 pesos 
per half bale for Davao JI grade, a de- 
cline of almost 6 pesos in a month and 
of ' 32 pesos during the preteding 12 
months. 

Tobacco continued its downward 
trend. Late in the month Isabela leaf 
was selling at 60 pesos per bale of 253.5 
pounds, compared with 65 pesos a month 
earlier and 117 pesos/in August 1951. 

No important crop damage resulted 
from heavy August rains that caused se- 
rious floods in the Manila area. Rain- 
fall actually benefited well-advanced 
rice plantings. Such plantings increased 
moderately compared with last year’s 
acreage. 

Millings from the 1951-52 cane crop as 
of August 3 totaled 1,042,591 short tons. 
With only three mills grinding, the final 
centrifugal sugar output was not ex- 
pected to exceed 1,050,000 short tons. 

The President in August approved an 
act establishing an Agricultural Credit 
and Cooperative Financing Administra- 
tion. The major purpose of the -Admin- 
istration: is to extend loans to producer 
owned and operated agricultural mar- 
keting cooperatives and to make avail- 
able to small ‘farmers credit of up to 
2,000 ‘pesos. Interest charges on loans 
by the Administration are not to exceed 
8 percent annually. 


Aid Program Progresses 


From the inauguration of the United 
States aid program for the Philippines 





Jordan Becomes Member 


Of Fund and Bank 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan became a member of the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and 
the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development on Au- 
gust 29, when the articles of 
agreement were signed in Wash- 
ington on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Jordan by His Excellency, 
Dr. Yusuf Haikal, Minister to the 
United States. 

Jordan’s quota in the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund is: $3,000,- 
000. and its subscription to the 
capital stock of the Bank is 30 
shares with a total par value of 

Fifty-four nations are now 
members of the Fund and the 
Bank. Admission of Jordan 
brought the total of members’ 
quotas in the Fund to $8,736,500,- 
000. The total subscribed capital 
of the Bank is now $9,036,500,000. 











Israel's Food Use Rises 

Israel’s daily per capita consumption 
of food was slightly higher in the first 
half of this year than in January-June, 
1951—2,593 calories against 2,514. 

A good.spring crop of vegetables and 
higher quantities of fruit supplemented 
imported food, which also was at a 
generally higher level than in the 6 
months of 1951. 

While the per capita consumption of 
vegetables, potatoes, oils and fats, su- 
gar, and jams was higher than in 1951, 
that: of eggs, meat,-cheese, and rice 
was lower. Butter was virtually con- 
fined to children and: sick persons. 

Actual consumption in 1952 of .eggs, 
oils, fats, and fish exceeded the amounts 
envisaged by the Government’s food pro- 
gram of 1949, but that .of milk, meat, 
sugar,’ and fruit: remained -below the 
target.—Emb., Tel Aviv. 





to the end of July, the Mutual Security 
Agency had issued procurement. author- 
izations for commodity imports and 
technical assistance in the amount of 
$49,300,000. This amount covered $47,- 
000,000 of imports and technical assist- 
ance’ for the MSA program proper, and 
$2,300,000 of imports through the MSA 
mechanism designed to produce pesos 
for the military budget of the Philip- 
pines, 

Of the total amount of procurement 
authorizations, actual firm contracts 
with suppliers: amounted to $24,500,000 
and of the contracted amount commodi- 
ties" valued at $14,100,000 had actually 
arrived in the Philippines by the end of 
June. Commodity arrivals during July 
were valued at about $2,100,000. Tech- 
nical assistance given by MSA since the 
beginning of the program amounts to 
about $702,000.—Emb., Manila, 
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§. Africa Warned of 
Economic Readjustment 


The Governor of the South African 
Reserve Bank, in his annual address to 
stockholders, stated that the country’s 
long and continuous economic expansion, 
and resultant problems have made it 
necessary to place emphasis now on 
consolidation rather than on new 
development. 


The financial stringency which the 
country is experiencing, the discernible 
pause in the inflow of new foreign 
capital, and the decline in commodity 
prices which is adversely affecting 
South Africa’s foreign trade position— 
all point to the readjustment which the 
country must face, the Governor said. 

On the other hand, the Union’s gold 
production, which provides a steady flow 
of foreign exchange, together with an 
anticipated output of uranium in 1953, 
should go a long way toward relieving 
the impact of any world economic read- 
justment upon the Union’s economy, 
according to the Governor. Significant 
details given in the address follow: 


Balance-of-Payments Trend Down 


The balance-of-payments trend -has 
been moving against South Africa since 
early 1951. 


Despite an increase of £67,000,000 in 
the value of exports, other than gold, 
and a higher gold output, South Africa 
ran up a current deficit of £109,000,000 
in 1951, against a balanced current ac- 
count in 1950. Even after an inflow of 
foreign capital of £71,000,000 in 1951, 
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Uruguay's Wool and Meat Exports 
Drop As Construction Declines 


Exports of wool and meat, Uruguay’s principal exchange earners, 
have declined since the beginning of August, and the general economic 
situation of the country is reflected in the slowness of domestic purchas- 
ing which has resulted from high prices and diminished purchasing 


power. 


The demand for fine wools, which was active in June and July, tapered 
off in the first 2 weeks of August. Total wool sales for the first 10 months 


of the 1951-52 wool season, October 
through July, amounted to only 70,712 
bales (bale averages around 1,050 Ib.) 
compared with 149,493 in the like pe- 
riod of 1950-51. Sales to the United 
States dropped to 43,926 bales from 
115,163 in the 10 months of the pre- 
ceding season. 

The United Kingdom took 10,994 
bales, or about seven times the amount 
bought last year, while Belgium, France, 
Italy, and Switzerland decreased their 
purchases substantially, 

Corned beef shipments to the United 





there was a net deficit in the balance 
of payments of £38,000,000, compared 
with a net surplus of £71,000,000 in 1950, 


The unfavorable 1951 trend continued — 


into 1952. However, the inflow of for- 
eign capital—part of which represented 
receipts from loans contracted in 1951— 
was higher than anticipated. The net 
deficit was therefore only £16,000,000 
for the first 6 months of 1952. 

The principal cause of the unfavor- 
able trend has been the heavy increase 


(Continued on Page 19) 





Sterling Area Gold Reserves Decline 


Sterling area gold and dollar reserves, 
after rising steadily since March, 
dropped by $44,000,000 to $1,672,000,000 
at the end of August. 

Payments in gold, to settle the sterl- 
ing area’s July EPU deficit of $99,000,- 
000 were responsible for the loss in Au- 
gust. Apart from this item, the sterling 
area continued to improve its gold and 
dollar position. There was in fact a net 
surplus in August of $10,000,000 from 
sterling area gold and dollar transac- 
tions with countries outside the Euro- 
pean Payments Union as compared with 
deficits of $7,000,000 in July and $41,- 
000,000 in August. 

This surplus and receipts of $45,000,- 
008 of American aid during August kept 
the drain on sterling area gold reserves 
to $44,000,000, or less than 15 percent 
of the loss during January and March. 


August EPU Deficit $4,800,000 


Sterling area gold and dollar prospects 
would appear to be brighter for Sep- 
tember, as less than $5,000,000 will have 
to be taken from the reserves to settle 
the August sterling area deficit with 
the EPU. The heavy EPU deficit in July 


September 15, 1952 


reflected the beginning of the Continen- 
tal travel season for British tourists 
and special payments which had to be 
made to the Netherlands and Denmark 


during that month for purchases of food 
and oil. 


In addition to the absence of some of 
these nonrecurring and seasonal pay- 
ments other special factors may have 
contributed to the lower EPU deficit in 
August. The London Times reports, for 
example, that a number of merchants 
on the Continent may have been hold- 
ing their sterling instead of selling it te 
their own central banks in order to be 
in a position to take advantage of any 
installments made available by the Bank 
of England in September of the facili- 
ties for buying dollar raw materials with 
sterling (FCW, Aug, 25 and Sept. 1). 

The low sterling August deficit with 
the EPU marks a continuation of the 
trend toward balance which was evi- 
dent in May and June and which reflects 
the cumulative effect of restrictions on 
imports from Western Europe -reim- 
posed by the United Kingdom and other 
sterling ‘area countries last November, 
January, and March, 


States, which were very active in June 
and the first part of July, were virtually 
at a standstill during the first 2 weeks 
of August. Exports of frozen mutton, 
mainly to Greece, increased sharply in 
the second quarter of this year. 


Frozen beef exports in the second 
quarter went principally to Western 
Europe and Brazil rather than to the 
United Kingdom, the traditional mar- 
ket. The Bank of the Republic, how- 
ever, is favoring larger shipments to 
the U. K. as a means of balancing Uru- 
guay’s current sterling trade deficit of 
6,000,000 pounds. 


The construction industry, booming 
since the beginning of 1951, has slowed 
down but still continues as the most 
active industry in Uruguay. At present, 
the annual value of construction is av- 
eraging around 60,000,000 pesos; or 
about the same as in 1950 (around 2.65 
pesos=US$1, at the free market rate); 
Total construction in 1951 was 90,000,- 
000 pesos. 


Although there is still a need for 
low-cost housing projects in Monte- 
video, the anticipated Government fi- 
nancing of these projects does not seem 
probable at the present time. 


Total Foreign Trade Declines 


In the first 3 months of 1952 the to- 
tal foreign trade excluding $7,500,000 
worth of gold imports, was valued at 
$98,400,000, compared with $181,200,000 
for the 3 months of 1951. Imports 
amounted to $66,000,000 as compared 
with $72,000,000 in 1951, and exports 
totaled only $32,000,000 against $109,- 
000,000. The export decline in trade with 
the United States amounted to $61,- 
000,000 and is the result of the drop 
in wool sales in the U. S, market. 


The National Executive Council. has 
recommended to the legislature a 7;000,- 
000-peso bond issue, at 5 percent in- 
terest, and payable in 15 years, for 
the consolidation, modernization, and 
expansion of the state-owned railroads, 
In this connection, it is reported that 
the railroads are interested in a loan 
for the purchase of 22 additional Diesel 
engines similar to the 26 units pur- 
chased from the United States in 1951. 
The economy and performance of the 
engines. now in use are considered 
to be highly satisfactory—Emb., Monte- 
video. 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Foreign Trade Deficit 
Continues in Turkey 


Turkey’s foreign-trade deficit for the 
first 6 months of 1952 was T£210,900,000 
(T£1—$0.357). Exports aggregated 
T£506,400,000 compared with T£439,- 
800,000 for January-June 1951, and im- 
ports totaled T£717,300,000 against 
T£488,200,000. 

The United States dropped to third 
place among Turkey’s markets and sup- 
pliers, and Western Germany was first 
in both categories. 

For the first time in 18 months, 
American pharmaceutical interests 
placed orders for Turkish opium. The 
sale of Turkish chrome to the United 
States is developing more rapidly than 
expected. Total exports of chrome to 
foreign countries during the full year 
probably will exceed 600,000 mertic tons 
compared with 504,000 metric tons in 
1951. 

Government spokesmen had earlier 
professed that the trade deficit was not 
extraordinary, in view of Turkey’s Cap- 
ital development program which would 
eventually create a favorable trade bal- 
ance. During July, however, indications 
were that the Government would be 
compelled by the heavy imbalance in 
trade either to put a brake on imports 
or encourage exports, particularly of 
grains, through lower prices—or work 
out some combination of the two. Ac- 
tion has been restricted to some tighten- 
ing of import credits. 

Comparatively high domestic prices 
have impeded the sale of over $100 mil- 
lion worth of exportable agricultural 
surpluses and carry-overs from previ- 
ous years, such as wheat, cotton, and 
tobacco. 

Industrial Activity Good 

Domestic trade in nearly all commod- 
ities continued about the same during 
July as during the preceding month. 
Textile demand improved somewhat, 
but prices were slightly lower than in 
June as a result of the Turko-Italian 
agreement for the sale of Turkish raw 
cotton and the purchase of Italian fin- 
ished goods. A good season in radios 
was expected, but competition was 
strong among over 100 brands. 

Industrial activity in general contin- 
ued good. The cotton-Textile industry 
reported higher production and lower 
prices. A large importer of automo- 
biles and tractors broke ground for a 
new tractor assembly plant in Meci- 
diyekoy, an Istanbul suburb, placing the 
firm's activities near the customs weigh- 
ing scales. Construction of the Unile- 
ver margarine factory was completed 
and experimental production begun. 

The Sumer Bank plans to increase 
the output of the Karabuk Iron and 
Steel Works, where rolling mill pro- 
duction, which increased from 73,000 


metric tons in 1949 to 106,000 metric: 


tons in 1951, is still insufficient to meet 
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Colombia Gets Loan 
For Use on Railroads 


The International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development has 
granted a $25,000,000 loan to Co- 
lombia for railroad improvement. 
Of this sum, $20,000,000 will be 
used to help build a railroad in 
the Magdalena River Valley. The 
rest is earmarked for building and 
equipping railroad repair shops in 
Bogota. 

The Magdalena Valley line will 
extend for 235 miles, connecting 
Colombia’s eastern and western 
rail networks. It will provide all- 
rail transport between the port 
of Buenaventura on the Pacific 
coast and the areas of Bogota 
and Medellin, as well as an im- 
proved rail-river route between 
central Colombia and the Carib- 
bean ports. 

The loan is for a term of 25 
years and bears an annual in- 
terest rate of 4% percent. Amorti- 
zation payments will begin on Au- 
gust 15, 1957. It is the sixth loan 
made by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment in Colombia, bringing the 
total of these loans to $55,030,000. 











Chile's New Power Plant 
Nearing Completion 


The thermal electric plant on Guaya- 
can Bay near Coquimbo, Chile, under 
construction by the Empresa Nacional 
de Electricidad, ENDESA, is expected 
to enter operation during September 
to supply 4,000 kilowatts to the zone. 

The gas company at Coquimbo ceased 
operations on July 24, but it is expected 
that a new company will take over and 
operate the plant. ; 





Swiss Plan for Investment 
Opportunities in Brazil 


A delegation of Swiss bankers will 
visit Brazil, probably in October, to sur- 
vey the possibilities of extending credits 
to Brazil to enable Swiss firms to es- 
tablish branches there. 


The delegation will be made up of 
representatives of Credit Suisse, Union 
Bank of Switzerland, Swiss Corporation, 
Popular Bank of Switzerland, and 
Hentsch and Co., of Geneva. — Leg., 
Bern. 





domestic requirements. The improve- 
ments and extensions are expected to 
raise the productivity of the rolling 
mills by about 90,000 metric tons an- 
nually, thereby making possible an es- 
timated saving of from T£35 to T£40 
million annually in foreign exchange, 
—Emb., Ankara, 


Cotton Textile Plant 
Proposed for Sudan 


Clive Hargreaves, British expert on 
the cotton textile industry, in a recent 
report to the Sudan Government, viewed 
favorably the establishment of a cotton 
textile industry in the Sudan under Gov- 
ernment control and supervision. 


The report indicates that it would 
take at least 10 years to establish a 
textile industry capable of producing 
bleached, dyed, and finished piece goods, 
as well as “grey” materials. At least 
2 years would be required to build and 
start the first unit of a textile factory. 


The report recommends that this in- 
dustry be established with an ultimate 
productive capacity of not more than 
35 to 40 percent of present total textile 
imports. Such imports amounted to an 
average of 6,893 metric tons annuaily 
during the period of 1946-50. Raw cot- 
ton of the American type now being 
grown in the rain areas of Nuba Hills 
would be used. Initial concentration on 
cotton textiles of the cheaper types is 
recommended. 


The Sudan reportedly possesses all 
the necessary raw materials, labor, 
power, and water for such an industry. 
The severe climatic conditions would 
necessitate air conditioning for the spin- 
ning and weaving plants.—Emb., Cairo. 


U. S. Visitors Outnumber 
Others in France 


This year for the first time, Amer- 
ican tourists visiting Paris have out- 
numbered British travelers, who have 
long ranked first among all foreign 
tourists. 


A record high of 119,291 American 
tourists, out of a total of 373,000 from 
all countries, visited Paris during the 
first 6 months of 1952, This number 
represented an increase of 32 percent 
for American tourists, compared with 
a 14-percent increase for all tourists, 
over the number recorded in the com- 
parable period of 1951, 


Although volume of tourist traffic to 
France has continued steadily upward, 
foreign-exchange earnings realized by 
the Government from tourism in the 
first 3 months of 1952 declined to $7,- 
300,000, as compared with $10,000,000 
in the comparable period of 1951. 


This decline in earnings from tourism 
is attributable largely to the substantial 
differential between the official and 
blackmarket rates for the French franc, 
which has encouraged tourists to ex- 
change their currencies through other 
than official channels. In addition, there 
is increasing evidence that per capita 
tourist expenditures are declining with 
growing tourist resistance to high prices 
in France, 
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Philippines Revise 
Cigarette Taxes 


The Philippines have established a 
new set of specific excise tax rates for 
cigarettes, domestic or imported, under 
terms of Republic Act 818, effective 
indefinitely from August 6. 

Although not strictly comparable to 
previous schedules, the new rates serve 
to increase the tax-on cigarettes con- 


taining Virginia-type and/or flue-cured: 


tobacco and to decrease levies on cig- 
arettes made from other tobaccos. Most 
heavily taxed, as heretofore, are me- 
chanically wrapped or packed cigarettes. 

Basic rates, determined by the length 
and weight of the cigarettes as well as 
by packaging -and raw.materials, are 
as follows per 1,000 units: 


Cigarettes containing Virginia-type and/or 
flue-cured tobacco: 6 pesos if not wrapped 
in tinfoil or cellophane or packed in cartons 
or tins; or 10 pesos if so wrapepd or packed, 
but in either case the rate to be increased 
by 100 percent if length of cigarettes exceeds 
71 millimeters or weight per thousand is over 
1% kilograms (1 kilogram equals 2.2046 
pounds. ) 

Cigarettes- made of tobacco other than 
Virginia-type and/or flue-cured: 2.50 pesos, 
but the rate to be increased by 50 percent 
if length of cigarettes exceeds 81 millimeters 
or weight per thousand is over 1% kilo- 
grams, or increased by 100 percent if length 
exceeds 121 millimeters. 


Mechanically wrapped or packed ciga-- 
rettes: The appropriate rate for the differ-; 


ent types, as indicated, plus 120 ‘percent. 
Manufacture in the . Philippines of 
cigarettes containing Virginia-type and/ 
or flue-cured tobacco although increas< 
ing is considered as still in an experi- 
mental stage, and the cigarette indus- 
try as a whole is not fully mechanized. 
Imported cigarettes, supplied almost ex- 
clusively by the United States, are Vir- 
ginia-type and mechanically packed. 


Pakistani Controls Affect 
Mainly Nondollar Area 


Analysis of the official text of Pak- 
istan’s new open general license No. 
XIV (FCW, Aug. 25, 1952, p. 14) in- 
dicates that the main force of: its new 
restrictions on imports will be felt by 
the nondollar area. 

Items from nondollar areas: now re< 
quiring licenses include cotton piece 
goods and yarns; bicycles; tires and 
tubes; motortrucks and vans; matches; 
second-hand clothing; telecommmunica- 
tion and electrical instruments: and ap- 
pliances; electric cables and wire; and 
coal and coke. 


Of the four principal categories of 
commodities formerly importable under 
open general license from the-.dollar 
area one category, ‘Small Machinery for 
Domestic and Office Use,” is omitted 
from the new schedule. This category 
includes such items as sewing and knit- 
ting machines. and typewriters and 
other small office machines. 


The new license contains schedules 
applicable to imports from the dollar 
area—the United States, the Philip- 
pines, certain other North American 
and South American countries, and 
Japan—and from ail other countries. 


Commodities still importable .from the 
United States under open general} li- 
cense include various kinds of metal- 
working, workshop, and industrial ma- 
chinery; power tools; camphor; gas in 
cylinders; and certain chemicals. 

A detailed list is obtainable from:any 
of the Field Offices of the U. S. De- 


partment of Commerce in principal 
cities. 





ECONOMIC. CONDITIONS ABROAD —Continued 


Petroleum Servicing Co. 
Organized in Belgian Congo 


A petroleum servicing company has 
recently been formed in the Belgian 
Congo by a joint arrangement of alk 
the leading petroleum companies oper- 
ating in the colony. 

The new company, known as the 
“Societe Congolaise d’Entreposage des 
Produits du Petrole,” will have its ad- 
ministrative headquarters in Brussels. 
Its main functions will be limited to 
receiving, storing, handling, packaging, 
and transporting petroleum praducts in 
the Belgian Congo and the Trust Térri- 
tory of Ruanda-Urundi. 

The merchandising of petroleum prod- 
ucts will be reserved to the constituent 
companies, which: are principal stock- 
holders of this newly organized servic- 
ing company. They are, in order of im- 
portance, the Belgian companies Petro- 
fina and Petrocongo, the Shell and So- 
eony-Vacuum subsidiaries in the Congo, 
and the Texas Petroleum Co, 


September 15, 1952 





Canadian Exporters 
To Convene.in Autumn 


Members of Canadian Exporters 
Association will hold their ninth 
annual meeting and convention at 
the Log Chateau, Seigniory Club, 
in the Province of Quebec, Mon- 
day, and Tuesday, October 27-and 
28, 1952. The Seigniory Club isi80 
miles north of Montreal. 

The guest speaker at. the asso- 
ciation’s . annual dinner; which 
marks the closing of the conven- 
tion, will be. George W. Wolf,. of 
New York, president ofthe United 
States Steel Export Corporation, 

Invitations to attend the conven- 
tion have been sent to a wide Jist 


of. American businessmen inter- 
ested -in world trade; 











Indonesian Import 
Regulations Defined 


Under new Indonesian regulations, 
imports are classified into four cate~ 
gories. according to essentiality to the 
economy of the country. These cate- 


gories have now been defined as fol< 
lows: 


List A, including imports considered 
essential, is basically the old free list 
minus any items which have been placed 
on other lists by the new regulations, 
Foreign exchange for these goods will 


be granted at the basic rate of 11.40 
rupiahs to the dollar. 


List B, goods. considered less .essen- 
tial, includes 31 varieties under. the 
category “Provisions and Drinks”; 
“Metalwares”; 33 items under the head- 
ing “Smallwares”; photographic equip- 
ment of various kinds; prepared medi- 
cines determined as less essential by 
the Central Bureau of Medical Require- 
ments; 14 varieties of “Technical Ar- 
tiles”; luxury pens and pencils and pen- 
cil sharpeners; 5 kinds of paper; 15 
miscellaneous items; and 16 types of 
textiles. 


To obtain exchange for list B goods 
the importer must obtain a 100 percent 
inducement certificate, which in effect. 
raises, the rate for these goods-to 22.80 
rupiahs to the dollar. 


Goods. on list C are luxury goods for 
which foreign exchange will still be 
made available subjeet to a 200 percent 
inducement certificate. The effective 
rate of exchange for items on this list 
would therefore be 34.20 rupialis to the 
dollar, 


List: C, includes,.among other items; 
car radios; refrigerators; radios with 
a c.if. value of more than 600 rupiahs;, 
precious stones;-various types of furni- 
ture; bric-a-brac; shoe polish, black and 
brown; simple .toys; and automobiles 
and. stationwagons with a cylinder dis- 
placement in excess-of 2,500 cubic centi- 
meters and a c.if. value not to exceed 
US$2,100.. Automobiles and stationwag- 
ons with a cylinder displacement of 
2,500 cubie centimeters or less are in- 
cluded in list B. 


List: D includes luxury goods for 
which no foreign exchange will be made 
available, 

Importers im Indonesia desiring to 
purchase from hard-currency sources 
must still obtain dollar export certifie 
cates, the latest price of which is 0.25 
rupiah per dollar; 

United States exporters needing clar- 
ification of the new regulations are in- 
vited to contact the Far Eastern: Divi- 
sion, Office of- International ‘Trade, 


U. S. Départment of Commerce, Wash- * 
ington 25, D. C. 
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Hearings Scheduled on Made-in-Canada Case 


The Canadian Tariff Board will hold 
a first hearing on September 18 for 
presentation of briefs and incidental ex- 
amination of an appeal by the Depart- 
ment of National Revenue to determine 
whether the Department may classify 
certain power cranes and shovels as of 
# class or kind made in Canada ac- 
cording to nominal dipper capacity or 
type of mounting. 

One importer contends that the De- 
partment’s “made in Canada” ruling 


does not differentiate between products 
on the basis of such details but that 
all power cranes and shovels should 
be ruled as of a class or kind made in 
Canada. 


Item 427a of the Canadian tariff pro- 
vides for a 7% percent most-favored- 
nation rate on industrial machinery of 
a class or kind not made in Canada, 
whereas the rate of 22142 percent applies 
to industrial machinery of a class or 
kind made in Canada. 





Colombia. Issues Auto 
Import Regulations 


The Colombian Government has an- 
nounced regulations for the importation 
of automobiles weighing more than 
1,240 kilograms by Colombian diplo- 
mats, military personnel, clergymen, 
and Government territorial divisions. 


Accredited Colombian diplomats and 
consuls permanently assigned to for- 
eign service may after a year or more 
abroad import upon their return to 
Columbia one car each provided it 
weighs no more than 1,650 killograms 
and its c.if. value at a Colombian port 
does not exceed US$2,400. The same reg- 
ulations apply to officers in the Colom- 
bian Armed Forces who have served in 
the Korean theater of battle operations. 
These weight and value limitations do 
not apply to Colombian chiefs of dip- 
lomatic missions. 

Each Colombian diplomat or consul 
importing a car under the foregoing 
regulations must deposit with the Co- 
lombian Office of Exchange Registry 
an amount equal to 20 percent of the 
value of the vehicle in Colombian cur- 
rency. In no case may he sell or trans- 
fer title of the car within one year 
from date of the certificate of entry 
or registration. 

An archbishop or bishop of a Colom- 
bian archdiocese or diocese may on one 
occasion only import a car weighing 
between 1,240 and 1,650 kilograms val- 
ued at no more than US$2,400 c.i.f. 
Colombian port. 

An officer of the Colombian Armed 
Forces who has taken = specialized 
courses abroad is eligible to import the 
car used by him in fulfilling his assign- 
ments if its weight is more than 1,240 
kilogram but no greater than 1,650 
kilograms and its c.i.f. value Colombian 
port is US$2,400 or less. 

All Colombian diplomats, consuls, 
chiefs of diplomatic missions, archbish- 
ops, and bishops importing automobiles 
of between 1,240 and 1,650 kilograms 
in weight must do so within 3 months 
of relinquishing the assignments which 
entitle them to import the cars. 

Each Department of Colombia may 
import three automobiles weighing 
more than 1,240 kilograms for depart- 


mental administrators to use in the per- 
formance of their official duties. Also 
intendencias and comisarias (territorial 
subdivisions) may import one such au- 
tomobile each. In no case may the ve- 
hicle cost more than US$2,400 or ex- 
ceed 1,650 kilograms in weight. 

The foregoing regulations do not ap- 
ply to imports of automobiles weighing 
1,240 kilograms or less. Such cars may 
still be imported freely into Colombia 
from the United States, Canada, Den- 
mark, Ecuador, Finland, Italy, or West- 
ern Germany. (FCW, Apr. 14, 1952, p. 
15, and Aug. 18, 1952, p. 13) provided 
appropriate duties, other charges, and 
regulations are met. 





Israel Bans Import 
Of lts Currency 


Import into Israel of Israel currency 
in any amount is prohibited by an or- 
der of the Minister of Finance dated 
June 13. There are no exceptions to 
or qualifications of this prohibition, and 
it is understood that any Israel cur- 
rency held by persons entering Israel 
will be confiscated at port of entry. 

Before June 9, the date of the recent 
currency conversion in Israel, persons 
entering the country were permitted to 
bring in Israel currency in an amount 
not exceeding I£25,000 (calculated at a 
conversion rate of US$2.80—I£1,000, 
this amount equals $70.00). This per- 
mission remained in effect for a period 
of 15 days from June 9, according to 
regulations covering the currency con- 
version. 





Mexico Controls New Items 


Three classifications covering copper 
bars, pipes, and tubes have been added 
to the list of items requiring prior im- 
port permit from the Mexican Ministry 
of Economy effective August 23. 

The tariff fractions specified are bars 
of copper or copper alloys (3.51.10); 
eopper tubes and pipes, not specified 
(3.51.14); and copper tubés up to 15 
millimeters in external diameter 
(3.51.19). 

Ixtle of lechuguilla, maguey or mez- 
cal (fraction 26.21) was added to the 
list of items requiring prior export 
permit August 23. 


West German Import 
Lists Enlarged 


The list of goods which firms in the 
Federal Republic of Germany may im- 
port freely from the United States and 
other dollar areas under “import rights” 
has been widened to include many new 
items, effective July 31. 

Among these items are bituminous 
and anthracite coal, several types of 
petroleum products, borax and boric 
acid, quartz, animal hair, casings, un- 
exposed color film, plastics and plastic 
products, synthetic rubber, hides and 
skins, scientific books, newspapers and 
periodicals, fireproof brick and refrac- 
tory products, industrial diamonds, ma- 
chine tools, electrical machinery and 
apparatus, parts and accessories for 
motor vehicles, material testing ma- 
chines, and various chemicals. (See 
FCW, Jan. 28, May 19, and May 26, 1952, 
for explanation of the import rights sys- 
tem.) 

The new list differentiates between 
materials that may be imported only 
with import rights and those which may 
also be imported under the standard 
import procedure, 


AUSTRIA — 
Licensing System Simplified 


The Austrian Economic Directorate 
has granted the Central Import-Ex- 
port Bureau permission to license cer- 
tain foreign trade transactions without 
consulting the Industry Working 
Group, as has previously been required. 

Approval of the Industry Working 
Group is no longer needed for licenses 
for exports falling under the terms of 
Austrian trade and payments agree- 
ments except exports of wood and wood 
products, paper, hides and leather, food- 
stuffs, cattle, semifabricated steel and 
nonferrous metal products, textile raw 
materials, and yarns and manufactures 
except clothing. 

This measure is expected to simplify 
and expedite the granting of export li- 
censes. 


BERMUDA 
Ban on Work Gloves 


Work gloves can no longer be im- 
ported into Bermuda from the United 
States and Canada, by Government no- 
tice No. 339-1952, dated August 14, 
1952, 


CHILE 
Agreement With Spain Extended 


The Chilean Government has _ in- 
structed its customs authorities to ex- 
tend for an additional year the treat- 
ment of Spanish goods specified in the 
commercial treaty and payments agree- 
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ment signed between the two countries 
on August 9, 1950. The extension is 
made effective as of August 9, 1952. 

It was not known whether the move 
was unilateral on the part of Chile 
or whether there was an_ extension 
agreement with Spain. 

(See FCW, Sept. 4, 1950, p. 19, for 
announcement of original agreement.) 
—Emb., Santiago. 


DENMARK 
New Bacon Contract With U. K. 


The price to be paid by the United 
Kingdom for Danish bacon during the 
first year of a new 2-year contract ex- 
piring on October 2, 1954, will be 4.81 
crowns per kilogram f.o.b. Danish port, 
compared with the present agreed 
prices of 5.00 crowns per kilogram for 
the first 110,000 tons and 5.71 crowns 
per kilogram for additional deliveries 
during the contract year expiring on 
September 27, 1952. An increase in sup- 
plies of domestic and imported bacon 
in U. K. are given as the reason for 
the reduction. 

The new agreement negotiated be- 
tween the British Ministry of Food 
and the Danish Bacon Factories Export 
Association provides that U. K. shall 
purchase 90 percent of Danish bacon 
available for export. It also provides 
that for the second year of the agree- 
ment the contract price may be in- 
creased or decreased by up to 10 per- 
cent by mutual agreement. The expir- 
ing 4-year agreement authorized price 
adjustment to a maximum of 7% per- 
cent. 

It is estimated that this price reduc- 
tion may cause a loss to the Danish 
economy of 50,000,000 crowns in the 
first contract year.—Emb., Copenhagen 
and London. 


U. K. Price for Butter Increased 

The price paid by the United King- 
dom for Danish butter will be increased 
by 7.5 percent for the 12-month period 
beginning October 1, 1952, by an agree- 
ment of August 19 between the British 
Ministry of Food and representatives 
of Danish agriculture. 

The contract price is now 5.98 crowns 
per kilogram f.o.b. Danish port. If 
Danish exports of butter to the United 
Kingdom continue at the present level 
—about 76,000 metric tons a year—the 
price increase will provide Denmark 
with an additional income of 33,000,000 
crowns (US$4,800,000) in the coming 
contract year.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


INDIA - 
Wool Export Licensing Extended 


The Government of India has an- 
nounced that it will continue, at least 
until December 31, 1952, its present 
policy of freely granting export li- 


censes for raw wool—Cons. Gen., 
Bombay. , 








September 15, 1952 


Cloth Export Controls Relaxed 


India’s unrestricted licensing for ex- 
port of coarse and medium cloth through 
August and of fine and superfine cloth 
through September (FCW, August 11) 
has been extended to December 31, 1952, 
for all categories. 


The reasons given for this action are 
improved production, reduced domestic 
demand, previous export restrictions, 
and higher inventories.— Emb., New 
Delhi. 


INDONESIA 


Prohibited Foodstuffs—Errata 


In the June 30, 1952, edition of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, p. 18, sev- 
eral errors appeared in the article en- 
titled “Indonesia Prohibits Exports of 
Foodstuffs.” 

The export of tapioca flour 
Indonesia is still permitted. 


Prohibited tapioca items are ampas 
(tapioca waste), gaplek (tapioca roots), 
and gaplek flour (coarsely ground tapi- 
oca roots). 

Export of soybeans is still prohib- 
ited. The item reading “ratjang idjo 
(small beans)” should read “katjang 
idjo (mung beans.)” 


IRELAND 
Agreement With Netherlands 


The Irish Government announced on 
August 22 extension until the end of the 
calendar year of its trade agreement 
with the Netherlands which expired on 
June 30. 


The agreement covers Irish exports 
of blankets and rugs, apparel, rope and 
cord, footwear, leather, glass products, 
smoked salmon, shellfish, pipes, wine, 
and toys. The Netherlands Government 
also undertook to facilitate the intro- 
duction of Irish cattle. In the first 5 
months of the year almost half of its 
imports from Ireland consisted of cat- 
tle while the remainder was composed 
principally of fresh, chilled, or frozen 
beef and processed oils and fats. 

Ireland has undertaken to provide 
reasonable facilities for the import of 
all goods of Netherlands origin not fall- 
ing within its import restrictions, par- 
ticularly superphosphates. Fertilizers 
composed 20 percent of imports from 
the Netherlands in the first 5 months. 
Other large items were vegetable oil, 25 
percent, and cocoa butter and paste, 
12% percent.—Emb., Dublin. 


MEXICO 
Modus Vivendi With Chile Extend 


The most-favored-nation commercial 
modus vivendi in effect between Mex- 
ico and Chile since 1942 has been ex- 





from 
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tended for an additional year from July 
1, 1952, by an exchange of notes be- 
tween the two nations in Mexico City 
on that date. (FCW, Jan. 9, 1950, p. 15.) 


PANAMA 


Imports From Canal Zone Taxed 


Imports into the Republic of Panama 
from the Canal Zone are classified and 
taxed as if they were imported from 
any other area. Previously all imports 
from the Canal Zone paid a 15 percent 
ad valorem duty plus a flat 5 percent 


ad valorem consular fee—Emb, Pan- 
ama, 


PARAGUAY 


Export Taxes and Subsidies 


The Central Bank of Paraguay issued 
on August 20 a list of products subject 
to the export taxes and subsidies estab- 
lished under the foreign exchange con- 
trol system adopted by the bank on 
August 1. These taxes and subsidies are 
calculated on the basis of arbitrary 
valuations (aforos) established by the 
Central Bank and adjusted periodically 
to conform as nearly as possible with 
current prices in world markets. 

Export taxes expressed in percentages 
of aforo valuations are assessed on the 
following items: Salted cattle hides, 9; 
quebracho extract, 13; logs exported to 
Uruguay, 35; and processed animal hair 
a certain wild animal skins and furs, 

Export subsidies, also expressed in 
percentages of aforo valuations, are ex- 
tended to: Petitgrain oil, 21; palo santo 
oil, 60; tung oil, 21; castor oil, 18; to- 
bacco, 60; railroad crossties, 60; wooden 
posts, 21; pineapple, 30; and yerba 
mate, 20. 

Inasmuch as the Central Bank is au- 
thorized to regulate the aforos, taxes, 
and subsidies applicable to exports ac- 
cording to current international market 
conditions, exercise of this authority in 
changing one or any combination of the 
three could raise or lower effective ex- 
port exchange rate on any commodity. 


VENEZUELA 
New Marking Regulation. Issued 


Merchandise manufactured, processed, 
or packaged in Venezuela must be so 
identified by appropriate marking be- 
ginning February 15, 1953. 

All manufactured products must be 
labeled “Hecho en Venezuela” (made in 
Venezuela), even if of foreign origin but 
substantially altered by processing in 
Venezuela. 


Imported goods packaged or processed 
to a lesser extent in Venezuela must be 
labeled to indicate that this has been 
done. Infractions will be subject to fines 
up to US$6,000. 
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Export Market Sought For Italian Marble 


Italian marble producers reportedly 
are interested in increasing their ex- 
port business, which has declined con- 
siderably since World War II. 

According to authoritative sources, 
there are more than 500 active marble 
quarries in the Apuanian Alps zone, the 
chief producing area, and it is estimated 
that a million tons of marble could be 
produced annually if demand warranted 
such output. Actual production in post- 
war years has ranged between 200,000 
end 250,000 tons. 

The marbles available are said to 
vary in type and quality, from the fine 
white statuary marble to white and 





colored marble suitable for use in 
buildings, for decorative pieces, and for 
such projects as road construction and 
reinforcement of bridges. 


A sample collection representative 
of the types of marble quarried in var- 
ious parts of Italy is available on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


A list of Italian marble and granite 
quarries is obtainable, subject to a 
charge of $1, from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division or any U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce Field Office. 





Bids Invited for 
CapetownDam Project 


Bids on construction of the Wemmer- 
snoek Dam project near Capetown, 
South Africa, will be received until No- 
vember 15, 1952, according to latest 
reports. (See announcements of this 
project in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 30 and August 25, 1952.) 

Firms wishing only to inspect the 
iender documents may obtain a set on 
joan from the Commercial Intelligence 


Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Firms 
desiring these documents for bidding 
purposes should apply direct to M. B. 
Williams, Town Clerk, City Hall, Cape- 
town, South Africa. Applications for 
the documents must be accompanied by 
a deposit with the Town Clerk of the 
sum of $43, which is refundable only 
upon submission of a bona fide tender. 
Upon receipt by the Town Clerk of the 
application and deposit, two sets of 
documents will be provided’ the 
applicant. 


Bids must be accompanied by a depos- 
it of £1,000 (approximately US$2,800), 
which will be refunded to all unsuc- 
cessful bidders when or before the con- 
ivact is awarded. 


British Cycle-Producing 
Firm Offered for Sale 


4n English manufacturing firm, Rob- 
e:ts Cycle Industries, “Ltd., which pro- 
duces bicycles, bicycle frames, and ac- 
cessories, is offered for sale as a going 
business either by investment in the 
enterprise or outright disposal of the 
present owners’ interests. 


Further information may be obtained 
from Landau, Morley & Scott, 52-54 
High Holborn, London, W.C. 1, England, 
a firm of chartered accountants acting 
in behalf of Roberts Cycle Industries. 
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New Baghdad Bakery Invites 
Quotations on Equipment 


The Baghdad Bakery Co., Ltd., a 
newly organized firm sponsored by the 
Industrial Bank of Iraq and the Office 
of the Mayor of Baghdad, wishes to 
receive quotations on a complete sup- 
ply of machinery and other equipment 
for an automatic bakery. The proposed 
plant is to have a capacity of 9,000 to 
10,000 kilograms of bread per 8-hour 
day. 


The successful bidder will be expected 
to provide one or more engineers to 
supervise the erection and putting into 
operation of the plant, as well as an 
expert to run the bakery on a long-term 
contract. 


A copy of specifications and bidding 
conditions is obtainable from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
ae ns 


Bids should be submitted direct to 
the Baghdad Bakery Co., Ltd., c/o In- 
dustrial Bank, Baghdad, Iraq, before 
October 15. 


Syrian Broadcasting Service 
Requires New Equipment 


Bids are invited until October 1, 1952, 
by the Director General, Syrian Broad- 
casting Service, Damascus, Syria, for 
the supply, erection, and putting into 
operation of VHF broadcasting links 
and for a mobile broadcasting van. 


Technical details are obtainable on 
request from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from the Syrian Legation, 2215 Wyo- 
ming Avenue N. W., Washington 8, 
4 


A set of drawings is available at the 
latter location for study and inspection. 


Ceylon in Market for 
Prepared Asphalt 


Bids from manufacturers only for the 
supply of 456,500 gallons of prepared 
asphalt are invited by the Government 
of Ceylon for road surface dressing. 


A copy of the bidding conditions is 
obtainable on loan from the Commer. 
cial Intelligence Division, U. S. Depart. 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Ave., NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Cey- 
lon, prior to October 21, 1952, 


Bogota Seeks Traffic Aid 


The City Planning Commission in Bo- 
gota, Colombia, reportedly wishes to 
engage the services of a firm of traffic 
engineers to study the city’s traffic 
problems, and to assist in undertaking 
the solution of these problems, 





Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with Dr. Carlos Arbelaez Ca- 
macho, Director, Oficina del Plan Reg- 
ulador de Bogota, Bogota, Colombia, 


LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 


In the United States 


Air Compressors: 


Sweden——Ed-Sjo Patent A. B. (manu- 
facturer of air compressors for liquids), 
69 Ravsnasvagen, Alvsjo, offers for pro- 
duction under license in the United 
States on a royalty basis patents, proc- 
esses, and techniques covering air com- 
pressors for use in bars, cafeterias, and 
restaurants for serving milk, beer, and 
other beverages, and in industry for 
packing or handling liquids of various 
types. Firm states these compressors 
are simple in design, inexpensive to 
manufacture, and reliable in operation; 
also that maintenance and operating 
costs are negligible, since no motor is 
required. 








Chemicals: 


Italy—Mario Carrera (manufacturer 
of chemical products), 1-3 Via Carac- 
ciolo, Genoa-Pegli, offers for production 
under license in the United States on a 
royalty basis patents, processes, tech- 
niques, and services, if required, cover- 
ing a chemical solution designed to re- 
pair faulty metal castings and effective- 
ly reduce porosity of metal pieces. Firm 
states solution can be used on cast steel 
and iron, bronze, aluminum, and light 
alloys, and when poured into cracks or 
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holes produced in metal by imperfect 
hardening after smelting, a hard in- 
soluble enamel closing is formed. The 
product is said to be inexpensive and 


easy to prepare as it does: not require 
special machinery. 

Foodstuffs: 

Scotland—Stockwell Caterers Supply 
Co. (manufacturer of ice-cream pow- 
der), 143-151 Stockwell Street, Glas- 
gow, C. 5, offers for production and 
distribution in the United States on a 
royalty basis formulas, processes, and 
services of technical staff, if necessary, 
covering ice-cream powder. Process is 
said to be based on secret formulas, 
which when applied to full cream, milk, 


and sugar produces an excellent ice- 
cream mix. 

Machinery: 

Germany — Fritz Spierig (manufac- 
turer of oil-hydraulic pumps and gears), 
1-5 Caffamacherreihe, Hamburg 36, of- 
fers for production under license in the 
United States on a royalty basis patents, 
processes, and techniques covering gears 
and regulating pumps. It is stated the 
high pressure oil gears make possible 
any desired arrangement of driven and 
driving shafts, and may be built with 
one driven shaft and several driving 
shafts steered together or saparately. 
The revolutions are variable within a 
very wide range of speeds, and may 
be fixed easily and quickly by a simple 
method, from a maximum of revolu- 
tions down to one-sixth (maximum one- 
tenth), the power delivered is constant. 
The oil-hydraulic pumps may be driven 
with a varying output from zero up- 
wards to the full output of the respec- 
tive size pump, and with pressures up 
to 850. lb. per square inch; the output 
being variable, quantity and pressure 
may be adapted to requirements. 


In Foreign Countries 
Electrical Equipment: 


Austria—Martin Behringer, Spezial- 
Unternehmen fuer elektrische Messge- 
raete (manufacturer of electrical meas- 
uring instruments), 77 Gumpendorfer- 
strasse, Vienna VI, is interested in ob- 
taining under U. S. license capital, 
patents, processes, and techniques, as 
well as required new machinery and 
equipment, for the manufacture in 
Austria of electrical measuring instru- 
ments. Firm states it has 33 employ- 
ees, 15 of whom are specially trained 
manual workers and 3 technicians; the 
plant has expansion possibilities and 
additional labor can be employed. 


Machinery: 


Belgium—Imperia S.A. (manufactur- 
er of machine tools), Nessonvaux-lez- 
Liege, wishes to manufacture under 
U. S. license in Belgium on a royalty 
basis grinders of American design to 
expand its present range of production. 
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IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
= F green Washington 25, 











Agricultural Equipment: 

Germany — Bayerische Pflugfabrik, 
Aktiengesellschaft (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 17 von Kuhlmannstrasse, 
Landsberg/Lech, Bavaria, offers to ex- 
port direct tractor plows, disk plows, 
double disk harrows, and other agricul- 


tural implements. Illustrated catalog. 


and price list (in German) available.* 


Barbers’ and Hairdressers’ Equip- 
ment: 

Netherlands—Indola, N.V. (export 
merchant), 86 Westeinde, Voorburg, of- 
fers to export direct all kinds of hair- 
dressers’ and barbers’ equipment. Leaf- 
lets available.* 

Brushes: 


England—Lion Brush Works Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
3/5 Charlotte Square, Newcastle upon 
Tyne 1, offers to export direct to cera- 
mic distributors artists’ brushes made 
of pure sable set in quills and ferrules 
for use in the ceramic industry. Booklet 
available,” 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Japan—Chugai Boyeki Co., Lid. 
(Chugai Boeki Kabushiki Kaisha), (im- 
porter, exporter, factory representa- 
tive), Kato Bldg., Tori-2-chome, Nihon- 
bashi Chuo-ku, Tokyo, offers to export 
direct or through agent 5,000 dozens 
monthly of plastic (polyvinyl compound) 
slippers in sizes ranging from 8'%"” to 
10”. Samples available.* 


Construction Materials: 


Germany — Albertwerke Klingenberg 
Mosaikplattenfabrik G.m.b.H. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), Hauptstrasse, 
Trennfurt bei Klingenberg/Main, Ba- 
varia, offers to export direct or through 
agent unglazed ceramic floor tile. Firm 
will supply specifications on request. 

Germany—Hein, Lehmann & Co. A.G. 
Abt. Herrmann-Siebe (manufacturer, 
exporter), 29/93 Fichtenstr., Duessel- 
dorf, offers to export direct “Conidur” 
punched sheets for screening purposes 
and “Herrmann” sieves. Set of catalogs 
available.* 


Cutlery: 

Germany—Hugo Schmitz & Ca 
(manufacturer, exporter), 6 Gruen- 
baumstrasse, Solingen, offers to export 
direct cutlery, including nail files, 
cuticle scissors, razors, and pocket 
knives. Catalog available.* 


Electrical Equipment 
England—Adcola Products Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Cranmer Court, 
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Clapham High Street, London, S.W. 4, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
electric soldering instruments suitable 
for solder-jointing on telecommunica- 


tions, radar, radio, and television equip-, 


ment; voltages from 6/7 to 230/250 
volts. 


Netherlands—Indola, N.V. (export 
merchant), 86 Westeinde, Voorburg, of- 
fers to export direct all kinds of electric 
fans, including window, propeller, pedes- 
tal, ceiling, and vapor remover types. 
Leaflets available.* 


Electrical Supplies: 


Netherlands —N.V. Splendor Gloeil- 
ampenfabrieken (manufacturer, export- 
er), 198 St. Annastraat, Nijmegan, of- 
fers to export direct high-grade electric 
light bulbs for all purposes. 


Foodstuffs: 


Sweden—Sirius Canning Co. (AB 
Konservfabriken Sirius), (manufactur- 
er, exporter, importer), 11 Byfogdega- 
tan, Goteborg, offers to export direct or 
through agent 2,000,000 cans yearly of 
first-class fried meat balls in mushroom 
sauce; 4% cans, net contents 300 grams 
(10% oz.). Firm states that label, “Fried 
Meat Balls in Mushroom Sauce, Product 
of Sweden,” has been approved by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Also, firm wishes to export 
2,000,000 cans yearly of first-class fish 
quenelles in bouillon sauce; % cans, net 
contents 400 grams (14 oz.), 48 cans 
per carton, gross weight. Price informa- 
tion available.* 


Interior Decorating Materials: 


Germany — Max Ejisch (manufactur- 
er), Zwiesel (Bayer, Wald), Bavaria, 
wishes to export direct woven wood 
material for venetian blinds and wall 
coverings. Specifications will be sup- 
plied by firm upon request. 


Machinery: 


Germany—Calorie-Werk Gautschi & 
Brandt (manufacturer, exporter), 10 
Aachstrasse, Singen/Hohentwiel, offers 
to export direct melting and heat pre- 
serving furnaces for aluminum and alu- 
minum alloys, zine, lead, and brass; an- 
nealing, hardening, tempering, and 
drawing furnaces for iron and metals; 
wire annealing furnaces; and enameling 
furnaces. Firm states that eventually 
an agent will be engaged who is an 
expert on industrial furnaces. Set of 
photographs available.* 


Germany—Metall- und Ejisengiesserei 
“Meteor” (manufacturer), Baienfurt 
bei Ravensburg/Wuerttemberg, offers to 


export direct 200 monthly of machines 


for shaping iron bands, and 50 monthly 
of each of various types of harrow. In- 
spection available by Analysen-Anstalt, 


Konstanz/Bodensee at expense of Ger- ~ 


man firm. 


Netherlands—Indola, N.V. (export 
merchant), 86 Westeinde, Voorburg, of- 
fers to export direct all kinds of tablet 
making machinés for the pharmaceuti- 
cal, artificial resin, foodstuffs, confec- 
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tionery, chemical, and ceramics indus- 
tries. Leaflets available.* 


Metal Products: 


Germany—Elmore’s Metall AG. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Schladern 
(Sieg), offers to export direct 150 tons 
monthly of seamless copper pipes, 4” 
to 8” 0. Booklet (in German) available.* 


Germany—Metall- und Eisengiesserei 
“Meteor” (manufacturer, exporter), 
Baienfurt bei Ravensburg/Wuerttem- 
berg, offers to export direct the follow- 
ing castings: (1) 80 tons monthly of 
gray iron castings, tensile strength 18.91 
kg. per sq. meter; (2) 50 tons monthly 
of iron alloy gray castings, tensile 
strength 28.00 kg. per sq. meter; and 
(3) 30 tons monthly of corrosive-re- 
sistant and heat-resistant castings, ten- 
sile strength 18.91 kg. per sq. meter. 
Specifications: to 4,000 kg. weight, as 
desired by customer. Inspection avail- 
able by Analysen-Anstalt, Konstanz/ 
Bodensee, at expense of German firm. 


Musical Instruments: 


Italy — Alfonso Rampone (manufac- 
turer, exporter, wholesaler), Quarna 
Sotto (Novara Province), offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent high-grade 
saxophones and metal and wood clar- 
ions. Correspondence in French or Ital- 
ian preferred. 


Optical Goods: 

Italy—Nello Raule (manufacturer, 
exporter, wholesaler), 35 Via _ Asti, 
Turin, offers to export direct or through 
agent high-grade frames for spectacles 
for industrial purposes and sportswear. 


Radio Sets and Parts: 

Germany—Koerting Radio Werke Os- 
wald Ritter G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Grassau/Chiemgau, Bavaria, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
radio sets and transformers and filter 
chokes. Literature available.* 


Scientific and Technical Equipment: 

Germany—Koerting Radio Werke Os- 
wald Ritter G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Grassau/Chiemgau, Bavaria, 
offers to export direct high frequency 
generators for electro-medical and tech- 
nical purposes, and high frequency weld- 
ing machines for plastic sheeting. Liter- 
ature available.* 


Stone Products: 

Germany—Otto Pezold, Granit- und 
Syenitwerke (manufacturer, exporter), 
No. 92 -Neuenmarkt/Oberfranken, Ba- 
varia, offers to export direct polished 
memorials of German and Swedish 
granite and syenite, made according to 

buyer’s specifications. 


Surgical Instruments: 

Germany — Carl Melcher (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 143 Merscheider 
Strasse, Solingen-Merscheid, offers to 
export direct all kinds of surgical in- 
struments. 

Germany—Hugo Schmitz & Co. (man- 
facturer, exporter), 6 Gruenbaum- 
strasse, Solingen, offers to export direct 
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all kinds of surgical instruments, in- 
cluding forceps, scalpels, probes, and 
scissors. Catalog available.* 

Tools: 


Germany — Fern-Ost-Export, Inh. A. 
Kuenkele (export merchant), 23 Murg- 
talstrasse, Stuttgart-Muenster, offers to 
export direct or through agent 100 units 
monthly BAIER electric metal-cutting 
handsaw with AEG motor up to 220 
volts, 200 watts (AC-DC). Specifica- 
tions: High-frequency motor or air- 
pressure motor on request; interchange- 
able high-speed or super high-speed 
steel blades; wormgear drive in oil bath. 

Toys: 

Germany—Karl Kessel (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 191 Sonnefeld bei Coburg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent wicker and wooden toys, 
including chairs, baskets, cradles, beds, 
chaise lounges, and lamps. Photograph 
available.* 


Germany — Emil Koehler & Soehne 
(manufacturer, exporter), Dinkelsbueh!/ 
Mfr., Bavaria, offers to export direct 
or through agent all kinds of wooden 
toys, such as ironing boards, wash tubs, 
rolling pins, buckets, cars, carts, wag- 
ons, and boats. Leaflet and price list 
(in German) available.* 

Germany—Heinrich Wimmer (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 22-28 Schnieglinger- 
strasse, Nuernberg, Bavaria, offers to 
export direct mechanical toys, including 
train sets with clockspring motors, train 
accessories, and autos. Literature avail- 
able.* 

Wicker Products: 

Germany—Karl Kessel (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 191 Sonnefeld bei Coburg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent wicker products, includ- 
ing sewing, lunch, wine, shopping, and 
baby baskets. Photographs available.* 

Yacht Sails: 

Netherlands—H. Kersken’s Zeilmak- 
erij (manufacturer, exporter, importer), 
228 Kudelstaartscheweg, Aalsmeer, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
in aquatic sporting centers of the United 
States sails for yachts made of Egyp- 
tian cotton duck in various weights. 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals: 

Mexico—Quimica del Golfo (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer), Padre 
Mier 328 Oriente, Apt. 102, Monterrey, 
wishes to purchase sodium cyanide 
(eggs), concentration 95% to 96%, in 
drums of 200 to 500 lb. Firm states this 
product will be used for insecticides in 
the citrus and other crops. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

Netherlands—M. van Asperen (Mrs.), 
(importing distributor), 58 Gevers Dey- 
nootweg, Scheveningen/The Hague, 
wishes to purchase women’s high-grade 


nylon blouses, neckties, and underwear, 
Machinery: 


Italy—Soc. It. Catene Calibrate Re. 
gina (manufacturer, exporter, import- 
er), Via Manuzio 15, Milan, wishes to 
purchase machinery to equip a pilot 
plant for the production of standard 
roller chains (A.S.A.) capable of pro- 
ducing the following quantities and 
types of chain per hour: Double chain 
(D-35), pitch 3s”, 50’; single chain (50), 
pitch 5g”, 200’; single chain (80), pitch 
1”, 50’. Machinery should include equip- 
ment for processing plates (shearing and 
drilling), winding of bushes, processing 
of rolls and pins, thermic processing 
(furnaces), and assembfing of chaing 
and riveting. 


Vessels: 
Japan—Kowa Koeki Co., Ltd. (Kowa 
Koeki Kabushiki Kaisha), (importer, 


exporter, general merchant, ship bro- 
ker), Room 790, Marunouchi Building, 
Marunouchi 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, To- 
kyo, wishes to purchase 5 oceangoing 
motor oil tankers, gross tonnage over 
15,000, preferably newly built but not 
older than 15 years. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Automotive Equipment: 

Vietnam (South) — Etablissements 
Tran Van Chieu (importing distributor, 
wholésaler, retailer), 31, Quai des Chan- 
tiers, Cholon, wishes to obtain agency 
for American automobiles and trucks 
and automotive replacement parts and 
accessories. 

Clothing and Accessories: 

Haiti— Roger Dartiguenave (manu- 
facturer’s agent), P. O. Box 233, Port- 
au-Prince, wishes to obtain agency for 
children’s and women’s shoes in the pop- 
ular price range. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Heating Equipment: 

Netherlands —N.V. Installaticbouw 
(importing distributor, manufacturer), 
110-116 le Oosterparkstraat, Amster- 
dam, wishes to obtain agency for oil 
burners. 

Machinery: 

Mexico—Maquinaria Para Construc- 
cion, S.A. (importing distributor, manu- 
facturer’s agent), Edificio Tlacopan, 
Puente de Alvarado y Buenavista (Apt, 
2884), Mexico, D.F., wishes to obtain 
exclusive agency in Mexico for construc+ 
tion of machinery, particularly cement 
mixers, Diesel motors, generators, self- 
starting compressors, and power shovels. 

Naval Stores: 

British West Indies—Sonny R. De 
Silva (manufacturer’s agent, manufac- 
turer, broker), 56 Abercromby Street, 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for all grades of rosin 
packed in drums. 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Uruguay's Demand for 


Motor Vehicles High 


Uruguay’s demand for automotive 
products is expected to continue at the 
unprecedented high levels of recent 
years, but exchange shortages are 
curbing purchases of passenger cars 
from all countries. 

According to a recent limitation, ex- 
change may not be granted for the im- 
portation of passenger cars because 
they are considered as luxury items. 
Without a prior exchange sanctioned by 
the authorities, no passenger cars may 
be imported into Uruguay except those 
coming under diplomatic privileges or 
temporarily with tourists. The used 
car and truck market will consequently 
remain strong. 

The single United States plant in 
Uruguay which assembles _ semi- 
knocked-down trucks and has prepared 
imported passenger cars and tractors 
for operation plans an expansion of its 
present operations. The local branch 
of another U. S. motor vehicle manu- 
facturer plans to complete a plant 
within a year to carry on similar opera- 
tions. 

Exchange control had been giving-an 
impetus to imports of European cars, in 
the lower-price and _  operating-cost 
ranges. Although the lifting of present 
exchange restrictions would undoubted- 
ly increase the proportion of imports 
from the United States, European 
countries would continue to supply a 
part of the demand. 

Imports of passenger cars increased 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


(Continued from Page 12) 
Scientific and Technical Equipment: 
Netherlands —N.V. _Installatiebouw 

(importing distributor, manufacturer), 
110-116 le Osterparkstraat, Amsterdam, 
wishes to obtain agency for potentio- 
meters, time recording instruments, and 
fuel meters. 








Publishing Continues In 
German Republic 


The Federal Republic of Ger- 
many in 1951, published 14,098 
books and atlases compared with 
a total of 23,101 for both East and 
West Germany in 1938. 

Literary works, of which 2,491 
were published, were the most im- 
portant field in 1951, followed by 
school books, 1,192; religion and 
theology, 1,044; children’s books, 
1,044; technical books, 860; nat- 
ural sciences, 621; law, 599; and 
history, sociology, and fine arts, 
568. 

There were 2,479 publishing 
houses in West Germany during 
1951. Of these 12 introduced more 
than 100 new titles, 42 more than 
50, and 163 more than 20. The 
average retail price per book was 
7.02 Deutsche marks (1 Deutsche 
mark =$0.238), an increase of 77 
percent over the average 1938 
price. 
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VISITORS 





couraging 








Union of South Africa — Lieut. Col. 
Stanley Walters, representing Stanley 
Walters Co. (Pty.) Ltd. (importer, com- 
mission merchant, sales agent), Mari- 
time House, Loveday Street, Johannes- 
burg, is interested in contacting U. S. 
manufacturers of aviation and mining 
machinery. Scheduled to arrive Sep- 
tember 15, via New York, for a visit 
of 6 weeks, U. S. address: c/o Standard 
Bank of South Africa, 67 Wall Street, 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: Washing- 
ton, \ Detroit, Los Angeles, and New 
York, 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 
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from 3,035 units in 1949 to 5,404 in 


1950 and 5,933 in 1951. Uruguay im- 
ported 12,027 trucks and busses in 1951, 
as compared with 1,138 in 1949 and 
3,817 in 1950. 


European passenger car competition 
was more severe in 1950 than in 1949 
and 1951 as shown in the following im- 
port figures: From the United States, 
817 passenger cars in 1949, 540 in 1950, 
and 1,978 in 1951; United Kingdom 
1,272 in 1949, 2,757 in 1950, and 1,442 
in 1951; France 765 in 1949, 1,647 in 
1950, and 1,167 in 1951. 

Truck and bus imports show a pro- 


Austrian Iron-Ore Mine 
Allowed MSA Funds 


The Mutual Security Agency has ap- 
proved $500,000 in supplemental financ- 
ing of equipment for further develop- 
ment of the Erzberg and Radmer iron 
ore deposits in Styria, southeastern Aus- 
tria, operated by the Austrian “Alpine- 
Montangesellschaft.” 


The new dollar aid will finance the 
purchase in the United States of dump 
trucks, mechanical loaders, a mobile 
drill, double deck screens, a concentra- 
tor plant, thickener and filter equip- 
ment, and equipment for a washing 
plant, all for the main Erzberg. mine 
installation. A separation plant and a 
shuttle car for the Radmer imine are 
also covered by the new grant. 


With the new $500,000 supplementary 
aid, a total of $3,111,000 has been pro- 
vided by MSA and its predecessor, the 
Economic Cooperation Administration, 
for American equipment to rehabilitate 
and expand the iron ore production in 
the Erzberg area. This is about 34 per- 
cent of the over-all estimated cost. Aus- 
trian sources are financing European 
currency costs, estimated at the equi- 
valent of $5,926,000, or about 66 percent. 


The ERP Office of the Austrian Le- 
gation, 1346 Connecticut Ave. N.W., 
Washington, D. C., is the procurement 
agency for Austrian importers. 





gressive increase for all supplying coun- 
tries. However, United States makes 
show a greater increase—212 units in 
1949 and 6,184 in 1951. Belgian and 
Canadian makes entered the truck mar- 
ket in 1951. 





Greece Promotes Silk 


The Government of Greece is en- 
its small silk industry by 
protective legal measures adopted in 
July, the principal provision being a tax 
of 7.6 cents per pound on imported or 
domestically produced rayon fiber and 
on imported rayon fabrics. 

The funds thus obtained are to be 
deposited in a special account of the 
Ministry of Agriculture to be used for 
assisting cooperatives in the construc- 
tion of silk reeling and spinning plants, 
maintenance of cold storage facilities 
for silk-worm seeds, special sericulture 
training schools, loans to farmers, sub- 
sidies to cocoon producers, publication 
of sericulture literature, and thé for- 
eign education of sericulture specialists. 

In addition, the Government fixes 
minimum prices each year on fresh 
cocoons and. penalizes merehants who 
buy at lower prices. As a consequence, 


Industry; Aids Co-ops 


the manufacturers purchase relatively 
small amounts of fresh cocoons and 
wait until September when dried co- 
coons can be bought at uncontrolled 
prices. 

The production of silk-worm seed is 
under the control of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, and breeders are licensed 
by the Government. 

The average number of 25-gram boxes 
of seed used in the period 1935-38 was 
80,000; this diminished gradually to 
39,217 in. 1951, but is expected to in- 
crease to 46,000 in 1952. The correspond- 
ing cocoon production fell from 2,664 
metric tons to 1,227, with an estimated 
increase to 1,445 in 1952. 

The indigenous silk industry, with 
a capacity far above production, buys 
the entire cocoon crop. No raw silk is 
imported, but there are some imports of 
silk cloth and velvets. There are no 
exports except of silk waste. 
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AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
British East Africa Needs Cars 


There is.a demand in British and East 
Africa for most all types of vehicles 
that can be used on rough roads. United 
States passenger cars and trucks are 
generally agreed to be more suitable to 
local road conditions than vehicles of 
European manufacture, but because of 
the dollar. shortage British light cars 
lead in the market. 





The: economic development and popu- 
lation growth of the East African ter- 


ritories increase the market for auto- 
motive equipment although not for dol- 
lar products. Adequate repair parts are 
being imported to keep the U. S. ve- 
hicles in operation, but few new U. S. 
cars will enter, except through. the 
countries bordering East Africa. 

A Kenya law prohibits the exporta- 
tion of U. S. vehicles other than those 
owned by U. S. Government officials. 
This law was designed as a means of 
retaining cars already admitted because 
of the desirability of such vehicles and 
the scarcity of currency available for 
dollar purchases. There is no indication 
that the strict import or export rules 
will be relaxed within: the near future. 

Registrations in Kenya as of Jan. 1, 
1952, covered 19,808 passenger cars (in- 
cluding 332 taxicabs) 16,065 trucks, 724 
busses and 1,550° motorcycles.. United 
States-Canadian makes accounted for 
30 percent of the passenger cars, 58 per- 
cent of the trucks, and 67 percent of the 
busses. New registrations during 1951, 
were as follows: 3,180 passenger cars, 
135 taxicabs, 2,770 trucks, 270 busses, 
and. 341 motorcycles. 

Motor vehicle registration in Zanzibar 
as of January 1, 1952, totaled 753 pas- 
senger cars (including 102 taxicabs), 
140 trucks, 298 busses and 127 motor- 
cycles, Of these-totals 2 percent of the 
passenger cars, 34 percent of the trucks 
and 54 percent of the busses were of 
United States-Canadian origin. 


BEVERAGES 


Canadian Beer Output at Peak 


Beer production in Canada in the first 
6 months of 1952 was at an all-time 
peak and is expected to continue near 





this high level for the remainder of the. 


year. 


At, the current rate of use the indus- 
try will require nearly 5,000,000 pounds 
of hops in 1952; of which. 2,500,000 
pounds must be imported largely from 
the United States. 

Preliminary estimates indicate a 
slight increase in the 1952 Canadian hop 
acreage over 1951. Crop conditions to 
August 13 were excellent: and it is ex- 
pected that about 2,500,000 pounds of 
hops will be harvested from. 1,713 acres. 
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CHEMICALS 
Canadian Sulfur Output Low 


Domestic production of sulfur and 
sulfur dioxide had been expected to add 
20,000 to 25,000 long tons to Canada’s 
supplies in 1952, but virtually no new 
output from pyrites will be available 


this year and production of sulfur diox- 
ide by Canadian Industries, Ltd., has 
been delayed by the shortage of tank 
cars, Total domestic output probably 





will: be limited,to 9,000 .to 10,000 tons: 


from oil companies in Alberta. 


A-company at Arvida and one at Val- 
leyfield may bring in the equivalent of 
6,000’ tons and 9,000 tons, respectively, 
of sulfur, but in the form of sulfuric 
acid, which will not:directly relieve 
the shortage in the pulp and paper in- 
dustry, the Dominion’s principal con- 
sumer of sulfur. 


Canadian Potash Deposits Sought 


A large potash company has taken. 


out Crown preprospecting permits on 
175,000 acres of land southeast of Sas- 
katoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, the De- 
partment of Natural Resources states. 
The company intends to make test drills 
for exploitable deposits of potash. It 
was the second firm to join the search: 
for commercial quantities of this mate- 
rial in the Province during the second 
quarter of 1952. A company with: offices 
in Toronto and Calgary has announced 
plans to build a potash plant at Unity 
and expects to mine beds in that area 
on which it holds leases. 


DRUGS 
Pakistan's Industry Progressing 


The. Pakistani Government’s 6-year 
development plan for the manufacture 
of pharmaceuticals is making steady 
though slow progress, according to press 
reports. Among the products now being 
processed from native materials are 
santonin, ephedrine, and caffeine. Final 
plans reportedly have been made for a 
penicillin. factory to be located in the 
Northwest Frontier Province, 


The Government expansion advisory 
committee reported that two foreign 
experts were scheduled to arrive in 
Pakistan during July to advise the Gov- 





ernment on the-cultivation of Pakistani: 


medicinal botanicals. Selected techni- 
cians from Pakistan will be sent to for- 
eign countries for specialized training 
in the manufacture of medicinal prod- 
ucts. The export. of surplus medicinal 
plants. for the manufacture of these 
commodities is also planned. 

A company recently commenced the 
building of a factory at Karachi whieh 
eventually will provide’ sufficient tooth 
paste and other toilet preparations for 
Pakistan’s requirements. Production ex- 
pected to commence in August, 1952. 


Peruvian Production High 


Approximately 30 laboratories in Peru 
manufacture various pharmaceutical, 
products and account for 80 percent of; 


the local consumption, states the for- 
eign press. The capital investment is 
estimated at 30,000,000 soles (1 sole=, 
$0.0644), with products valued at 150,«) 
000,000. soles. 

Soap is produced by. 12 factories, us-- 
ing local cottonseed oil. Some interna. 
tionally known foreign brands of cos- 
metics, as well as.domestic brands, are: 
made ona royalty basis. 


Turkish Styrax Exceeds Demand 


Styrax, a product of the gunluk (goons) 
look) tree used in the manufacture of; 
perfumes and medicines, is produced in 
the Mugla Province in Turkey. The; 
styrax collection season extends from 
June to late October, when approxi- 
mately 500 kilograms (1 kilogram= 
2.2045 pounds) are obtained from 1,000 
trees. The total crop in the Mugla Prove 
ince in 1951 was 120 tons. 

The United States generally purchases: 
the major portion of styrax, and only’ 
about 2 percent is sold in Turkey. 

In January, .1952, pure styrax. gum 
sold for 4,000 to 5,000 Turkish lira per. 
ton ($1.70 per kilogram). f.o.b., Izmir,, 
In recent years prices for this product. 
have declined because supply has ex-. 
ceeded the demand. 


FOODSTUFFS 
Argentine Rice Yield Tops Record 


A record Argentine production of 





191,000 tons of rice (unmilled basis) is . 


reported officially for 1951-52, compared 
with last season’s output of 141,000 
tons and with the. previous record of 
174,700 tons in 1943-44, 

The supply exceeds usual require- 
ments in Argentina,. and the Govern-y 
ment has announced that licenses are: 
available for small exports. Allocations? 
announced for export thus far. are, 
7,800 tons. 

An increase in area is expected dur- 
ing the coming season, provided weather; 
is good, but production is not likely to 
repeat this year’s record. Yields thisi 
season. were extraordinary, averaging 
near 3,500 kilograms (kilogram = 2.2046, 
pounds) per harvested hectare, (1 hec-, 
tare=2.471 acres). The rice area es-, 
caped damage from .drought and was, 
benefitted. by the long hot summer., 
Some growers report their yields as, 
high. as 5,000 kilograms, . 


Burma Rice Crop Promising 


The Government of Burma had com- 
mitted about 925,000-tons of rice for 
export -by early July and it appeared 
possible that 200,000 to 300,000 more 
tons would be available for shipment 
during the calendar year or that such 
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quantities would be carried forward for 
shipment early in 1953. 

Buyer nations, particularly Ceylon, 
India, Japan, the Philippines, and the 
United Kingdom, expressed an active 
interest in additional allocations for 
shipment during the last half of 1952. 
Officials of the Government of Burma 
refused to increase allocations for ship- 
ment, but indicated that the situation 
would be reviewed in September. 

In view of the higher prices obtained 
for rice sold through private trade 
channels, it appeared probable that the 
Government would not make additional 
sales on a government-to-government 
basis but would sell additional rice on 
a tender basis. If such tenders were 
held without countries of destination 
being specified, prices undoubtedly 
would advance even more. 

The amount of rice remaining for ex- 
port has been an unknown factor. Most 
observers believed that the 1951-52 crop 
was significantly better than that of 
1950-51; nevertheless, the Government 
of Burma insisted that probably not 
more than 1,000,000 tons of rice would 
be available for export during this year 
as compared to about 1,300,000 tons in 
1951. 

It was not expected that the improved 
crop would result in exports in quan- 
tities larger than those shipped in 1951. 
It did appear that if the 1951-52 crop 
is as good as observers believe, how- 
ever, at least 1,100,000 to 1,200,000 tons 
would be available for export. 


Ecuador To Export Cane Molasses 


Ecuador apparently intends to export 
sugar-cane molasses in sizable quan- 
tities. A modern storage tank holding 
1,000,000 gallons and 10-, 14- and 18-inch 
pipe and pumping installations, report- 
edly costing in all 1,000,000 sucres 
(about $67,000), were completed in Au- 
gust in Duran, across from Guayaquil, 
on the Guayas River. These installations 
are the property of the Ecuadoran Di- 
vectorato of Monopolies, which also 
owns two tanks at sugar mills Valdoz 
and San Carlos, likewise holding 1,000,- 
00 gallons each. 

‘About 1,000,000 gallons of molasses 
valued at about $88,000 were shipped to 
the United States on August 5, 1952. 


‘This molasses was sold in March, but 


had not been exported owing to the 
Yack of adequate shipping facilities. The 
Directorato of Monopolies hopes to ex- 
port in 1952 to the United States or 


elsewhere an additional 2,000,000 or 3,- 


000,000 gallons of molasses from 1952 
Sugar cane (usually milled from the end 
of July through October), provided price 
offers are attractive. 


Guatemalan Coffee Exports Gain 


Trade sources and the Central Coffee 
Office estimate that the Guatemalan 
1951-52 coffee crop will total about 
1,100,000 bags of 60 kilograms each and 
that about 950,000 bags will be exported 


September 15, 1952 


during the crop year, an increase of 14 
percent over the 818,244 bags exported 
in 1950-51. 

From the beginning of the 1951-52 
season last October 1 through June 28, 
1952, exports totaled 844,510 bags. The 
United States secured 788,131 bags, Bel- 
gium 20,905 bags, and Canada 10,146 
bags. The remainder went to a number 
of countries. 


India's Rice Crop Excellent 


Unofficial forecasts of India’s 1952 
rice crop indicate an excellent crop on 
a record area of about 175,000 hectares 
(1 hectare = 2.471 acres). An average 
yield of 5 tons per hectare—not excep- 
tional in prewar statistics—would pro- 
duce a harvest of at least 875,000 metric 
tons of rough rice. The excellent out- 
look is the result of the exceptionally 
hot summer. 


The increase in acreage is laid mainly 
to the growing practice of transplanting, 
which makes possible double-cropping 
(wheat and rice). 


Madagascar's Coffee Crop Up 


Estimates of the Madagascar Agri- 
cultural Service place the 1952 coffee 
crop at 34,780 metric tons as compared 
with 25,971 tons in 1951. 

Exports of coffee from Madagascar 
in the first 5 months of 1952 totaled 
8,323 metric tons, valued at 1,458,882,000 
CFA frances (175 CFA francs = US$1). 
The bulk of Madagascar’s coffee goes 
to France, about 6,300 tons in January- 
May 1952. The remainder went to Indo- 
china, Algeria, French Somaliland, and 
Reunion. 


Mexican Shrimp Fishing Profitable 

Shrimp fishing and freezing plant 
operations in Mazatlan, Mexico, were 
officially closed by the middle of July. 

Fishing improved toward the end of 
the season: and most of the freezing 
plants were able to show at least a 
small profit. Boat owners were able to 
liquidate by 60 percent the outstanding 
debts on their boats. The economy of 
Mazatlan, which at the beginning of 
the shrimp season was seriously threat- 
ened, also improved toward the end. 
Exports of shrimp from Mazatlan in 
the 1951-52 season amounted to 176 car- 
loads, or 7,962,124 pounds, as compared 
with 157 carloads, or 6,752,770 pounds, 
in the 1950-51 season. 

Preparations are under way to renew 
shrimp fishing activities on October 1. 
In order to protect the fishing industry, 
the Secretaria de Marina has been 


quoted as stating that it will issue no ' 


new permits for shrimp fishing activities 
for the incoming season. The permits 
now being held are to remain valid. 


METALS AND MINERALS 
Austria's Copper Output Up 


Austria, which as recently as 1946 
had to import all its copper, in 1951 
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produced 1,900 metric tons. This year’s 
output is expected to reach 2,500 tons; 
about a quarter of Austria’s copper re- 
quirements now are being met through 
domestic production. 


MOTION PICTURES 


Colombia Remits Royalties 


Distributors of United States films 
estimate that for each United States 
major film company supplying films to 
the Colombian market approximately 
30 feature films, 30 short subjects, and 
52 newsreels are required annually. For 
films in a language other than Spanish, 
superimposed titles are used rather 
than dubbing. 

The Colombian market is estimated 
to be divided about 50 percent United 
States films, 20 to 25 percent Mexican, 
with Argentine, British, Italian, Span- 
ish, and French films making up the 
remainder. Competition from European 
films, especially Italian films, increased 
during 1951, and during the first half 
of 1952 the competitive condition of 
European films continued to improve. 


An important development affecting | 
United States motion-picture distrib- 
utors in Colombia was the settlement 
in 1951 of the problem of unremitted 
royalties to the United States. Follow- 
ing that settlement there has been no 
particular difficulty in remitting roy- 
alty payments, and by the end of 1951 
applications for dollars to remit film 
earnings were being processed promptly 
by the Colombian Government. The en- 
tire backlog of $622,000 which remained 
to be remitted was authorized for re- 
mittance and was cleared up early in 
1952. 





Turkey Equipment Market Slow 


There are 234 motion picture thea- 
ters in Turkey with a total seating ca- 
pacity of about 138,000. Two new thea- 


“ters which will accommodate a total 


of approximately 2,200 people are under 
construction in Istanbul. 

Sales of motion picture projection and 
sound equipment have been sluggish. 
This slowness is to be attributed to the 
virtual absence of newly constructed 
theaters as well as to the fact that 
theater owners rarely dispose of equip- 
ment until it is beyond repair. 

The number of 35-mm. projectors 
which were imported into Turkey in 
1951 was placed at 60 or 70 units and 
nearly half of them were imported from 
Italy. About 15 projectors were import- 
ed from the Netherlands, 10 from Ger- 
many, and 8 from the United States. 
The 8 projectors imported from the 
U. S. were all destined for use by the 
Turkish army. 

Imports of 35-mm. projection equip- 
ment from the United States continued 
to be hampered by the lack of dollar 
exchange. The only theater accessory 
of importance from an import point of 
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view is projection carbons, which are 
mainly imported from France, the Unit- 
ed Kingdom, and Germany. Although 
carbons of United States manufacture 
are admittedly of better quality, their 
price is too high to be competitive with 
the European products. 


A new studio to be constructed is 
planned as a miniatfire of the UFA 
studio at Neubabelsberg in Berlin, Ger- 
many. The equipment to be used will 
be of German make. 


PULP AND PAPER 
Chile Plans Newsprint Mill 


The Chilean Ministry of Economy and 
Commerce has authorized the Produc- 
tion Development Corporation to con- 
tract a credit for $9,000,000 to acquire 
machinery and materials nezessary for 
the establishment of a newsprint factory. 


This is the second time that the 
Production Development Corporation 
has been authorized to obtain credits 
for establishing this mill. The first, for 
$11,000,000, was authorized December 
14, 1950. 





Swedish Situation Improved 


Trends in the Swedish pulp industry 
in June were downward in sales and 
prices, Although the producer’s reluc- 
tance to accept the greatly reduced 
prices offered by European buyers has 
swollen stocks to almost 350,000 metric 
tons, ten times the inventories of a year 
before, the volume of pulp exported in 
June was 109,228 tons. 


The export prices of bleached chemi- 
cal pulp, which averaged 1,680 crowns 
per ton in March, dropped to 1,215 in 
May, where they were stabilized. The 
unbleached grades of both sulphite and 
sulphate fell from about 1,540 crowns 
in March to 1,065 in May, and have 
remained at that level (5.18 crowns= 
U. S. $1). 


Trade circles in Stockholm appeared 
confident that thé third quarter of 1952 
would bring about a gradual weakening 
of the European buyer resistance at new 
low price levels of about 850 crowns 
for the bleached grades and 700 crowns 
for the strong unbleached sulphite and 
kraft. Volume quotas to sterling coun- 
tries have been cut in ~half, 


Largely through the buyer resistance 
of the United Kingdom, the price of 
dry mechanical pulp, which reached a 
peak of 855 crowns in July 1951, has 
dropped sharply since April 1952, to 
average 386 crowns in June. Wet me- 
chanical pulp prices have proved stable 
since the summer of 1951, and levelled 
off at 486 crowns per metric ton in 
June. 

The apparent stabilization of the pulp 
industry has found ho counterpart in 
the paper industry, the declining output 
and sales of which have only been ex- 
ceeded by the continuous decline in 
prices. There was a steady fall in out- 
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put of paper and board from 91,048 
tons in April to 89,374 and 67,017 in 
the succeeding 2 months, the latter fig- 
ure being the lowest since 61,700 tons 
were produced in July 1949. Except for 
newsprint, the export price of which 
rose slightly to 934 crowns in June, 
prices of all other grades of paper and 
board dropped abruptly during June. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION 
French Stations Change System 


Paris television stations will transmit 
both 819 and 441 line TV, but even- 
tually (probably by 1956) the 441 line 
system will be dropped, according to 
a British trade journal. 

The Lille station transmits only on 
819 lines, and new stations projected 
at Lyons and elsewhere will also use 
this system. As a result, few 441 line 
receivers are being made, and the 819 
line models are in greatest demand. 

The change-over to a single 819 line 
system will not be so difficult in France 
as a change to higher definition would 
be. in Britain, where 405 lines are used. 
In view of the virtual adoption of 625 
lines as a continental standard, some 
French TV executives are beginning to 
wonder whether even the 819 line sys- 
tem represents the best solution. Al- 
though capable of higher definition, it 
introduces difficulties in connection with 
the interchange of programs in any fu- 
ture continental network. 

Television *Francaises, according to a 
Wireless World News item, will adopt 
the CBS frame-sequential system when 
color is introduced for French viewers. 
Requiring a band width of 8-10 mega- 
cycles, it will be accommodated readily 
in the 14 megacycle wide band used for 
the 819 line system. The article stated 
also that six new TV transmitters are 
planned at Strasbourg, Lyons, Mar- 
seilles, Bordeaux, Toulouse, and prob- 
ably Rennes. 





Honduran Radio Imports Up 


Honduran imports of radios, tubes, 
and component parts increased in value 
about 7 percent in the fiscal year 1950- 
51 over the value of such imports in 
the preceding year, but the value of 
imports of these products from the 
United States decreased by 6 percent. 

The volume of imports from the 
United Kingdom increased by more 
than 1,000 percent and the volume from 
the Netherlands by 10 percent. 

The United States furnished 75 per- 
cent of the volume in 1950-51, but that 
was 10 percent less than in the preced- 
ing year and 17 percent less than in 
the year before that. 

The concensus of the trade is that 
the persistent drop in United States 
sales has been brought about by com- 
petition from European products. The 
Netherlands have a wide range of 
models which are better equipped for 
short-range reception than are the 


United States models and European 


manufacturers extend more liberal] 
credit terms than the U. S. companies 


extend. 

An estimated 15,517 radios are pres- 
ently in use in Honduras, approximately 
2,000 of which were manufacturer prior 
to 1939. Of the sets in use, an esti- 
mated 78.2 percent are designed for 
United States-type tubes. 


Coronation TV Programs for U. S. 


The British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) is planning a series of four 30- 
minute films for sale to United States 
and Commonwealth television compan- 
ies. The films will show preparations 
for the Coronation and the place of the 
Monarchy in the life of Britain and 
the Commonwealth, The BBC hopes the 
series will be the beginning of a film 
service for oversea TV programs, 


TEXTILES 


Turkish Rayon Production Declines 


The State-owned Sumer Bank’s Vis- 
cose Products Industrial Establishment 
at Gemlik is the only producer of rayon 
yarn and staple fiber in Turkey, 


Difficulties in obtaining cellulose 
brought production in 1951 down to only 
59 tons of rayon yarn and 120 tons of 
staple fiber. Plant expansion plans call 
for a yarn productive capacity of 600 
tons by the end of 1952, but production 
for the year is expected to approximate 
only 350 tons. Present staple capacity 
is about 500 tons; private manufac- 
turers consider the quality poor, and 
most of it is used by the Sumer Bank’s 
own factories in mixtures with other 
fibers. 

Cellulose, which comes principally 
from Sweden, is now in much better 
supply. Most of the caustic soda re- 
quirements come from the United King- 
dom and France. Carbon bisulfide, 
which previously came from France, is 
now being produced at the Gemlik 
rayon plant. Sulfuric acid is supplied 
by the Sumer Bank’s Iron and Steel 
Works at Karabuk. 

Imports of yarn and staple amounted 
to 735 pounds in 1950 and 1,227 in 1951. 
With the easing of import restrictions 
and lowering of customs duties, sched- 
uled to go into effect in September 
1952, this year’s imports are expected 
to increase. There are no exports. 

Accurate plant and production statis- 
tics for rayon goods are impossible to 
obtain because many plants use their 
silk and cotton looms for part-time 
manufacture of rayon, and no official 


production records are kept. The most. 
reliable estimates set a total of 800 | 


metric tons for all types of piece goods 
in 1951, THe Istanbul area is thought to 
have a total of approximately 600 looms 
while the Bursa area, center of Turkey’s 
silk industry, operates approximately 


1,420 looms. There are no exports of 


piece geods and imports are small. 
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Latin American Exchange Rates: 


NOTE: Averages are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar, with the following exceptions: The 


peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the 
dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 





































































































Average rate Latest available quotations 
Unit 
Country ante’ Type of exchange 1950 1951 1952 Approximate Date 
(annual) (annual) April Rate equivalent in U. S. 1952 
currency 
Argentina..... Peso Basic 17.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Jul. 31 
Preferential 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Do. 
Bree: DIOTKKC1....cncscsnscce B 114.04 14.21 14.00 18.98 .0709 Do. 
Bolivia........... Boliviano...... | SES eae 260.60 60.60 60.60 60.60 -0165 Jun. 30 
Legal free 3101.00 101.00 101.00 101.00 .0099 Do. 
Special. 4130.00 130.00 130.00 .0077 Do. 
cent tiscali Ubtertivrceesteccsscen ; --oummietesieite 4190.00 190.00 190.00 -0053 Do. 
Curb 161.50 5192.00 *195.00 220.00 -0045 Do. 
J Bradil.....0.00.0.. Cruzeiro........| Official 18.72 18.72 18.72 18.72 -0534 Jul. 31 
Chile Peso Official 31.10 31.10 31.10 31.10 -0322 Do. 
Banking market............... 43.10 43.10 43.10 43.10 .0232 Do. 
Provisional commercial.. 60.10 60.10 60.10 60.10 .0166 Do. 
Special commerctal............ 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 * "0200 Do. 
Free market (curb)........... 91.04 86.14 115.93 130.00 0077 Do. 
Colombia...... ee Bank of Republic “.......... S06. : | «inmtnine Sk: “ack a See ES Me 
OE ie Seitenende Vaan 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Jul. 31 
Costa Rica....| Colon...........| Controlled 5.67 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Do. 
Uncontrolled..........cc-csesersee- 8.77 7:70 6.83 6.65 .1504 Do. 
Ecuador......... Rene Central Bank (official)... 813.50 15.15 15.15 15.15 -0660 Do. 
Free 18.36 17.82 17.3 17.55 .0570 Do. 
Honduras..... Lempira........ Official *2.02 2:02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Do. 
Mexico........... Peso... Free 8.65 8.65 8.65 8.65 .1156 Do. 
Nicaragua.....| Cordoba......... Official 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Jun. 30 
Basic 1€7.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 .1429 Do. 
Curb 6.92 7.03 7.24 7.40 -1351 Do. 
Paraguay...... Cebctet 7 Ge ctanitnumttin. ‘mala’ 2) <pacies-—- 2 heen 15.00 .0667 Aug. 1 
Deets. ak...2. 1228:98 80.00 30.00 .0333 Do. 
Peru Sol Exchange certificate......... 14.85 15.08 15.38 15.34 .0652 Aug. 16 
Free 15.54 15.23 ~ 15.55 15.50 -0645 — Do. 
Salvador........| Colon Free. 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 -4000 Jul. 31 
Uruguay........ Peso........ reiinieed Controlled 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 -5263 Do. 
Commercial free...........0+ 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 -4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-néntrade..... 2.61 2.24 2.78 2.65 .3774 Do. 
Venezuela.....) .Bolivavr........... Controlled 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 
Free 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 





























1S8eptember-December. Rate’ established 
, August 28, 1950. 
8 : April-December. Rate established April 
* March-December. Rate. established Feb- 
“-Tuary 25, 1950. 
December only. Special rates, first de- 
“veloped as implicit rates in barter trans- 
actions or in permitted transactions fi- 
™ nanced with ‘own exchange,"’ given official 


.-All rates quoted above prevail in markets 
which are either legal or tolerated. In addi- 
tion, there are in several countries illegal or 
black markets in which rates fluctuate widely 
ahd vary substantially from those above. Sev- 
eral countries also allow special rates to be 
et to some transactions either directly 
through barter or private compensation 
operations, 
+ Argentina.—Since August 28, 1950, essential 
imports are paid for at the preferential and 
basie-rates, nonessential and luxury imports 
at the free-market rate. Authorized nontrade 
remittances are effected at the free-market 
.. (For explanation of rate structures 
| nd 3 August 1950, see notes in May 5, 1952, 
re) 


» ‘Bolivia. — Essential imports, Government 
tions, and specified remittances are 
ed at the official rate; other designated 
1 ris\and most nontrade remittances are 
ected at the legal free rate. AH sales of 
exchange except those for Government im- 
and nontrade remittances are subject 
an exchange surcharge of 3 bolivianos per 
U. 8. dollar. Certain luxury articles (general- 
h prohibited) can be imported through use 
Own exchange’ or through the Banco 

TO special rates. 
* —All authorized remittances are made 
‘at the official rate. A tax of 8 percent on 
most remittances yields an effective: selling 
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recognition toward the close of 1951. 

5 Average based on month-end quotations 
during 1951. 

6 August - December. Rate established 
July, 1950. 

¥ See explanatory notes. Bank of Repub- 
lic selling rate abolished and new basic 
rate established March 20, 1951. 

§ January-November. ~New rate (15.15) 
established December 1, 1950. 


Explanation of Rates 


rate of 20.218 cruzeiros per U. 8S. dollar. 

Chile—Imports are paid for at the different 
fixed een | rates or at special rates in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the annual 
exchange budget. Most nontrade transactions 
are effected at the fluctuating free-market 
rate. (Some degree of control is being main- 
tained .by the commercial banks over the 
free-market when used for merchandise im- 
portations.) 

Colombia.—Since March 20, 1951, all foreign 
payments are made at the 2.51-peso rate, and 
with a few: exceptions .are subject to a 3 

ercent stamp tax.calculated at the rate of 

.50 pesos < U. S. dollar, yielding an effec- 
tive rate of 2.585 pesos. 

Costa Rica.—The controlled rate applies to 
certain essential imports and to some non- 
trade transactions. The uncontrolled rate ap- 
plies to other pores and to nontrade trans- 
actions not eligible for the controlled rate. 

cuador.—‘‘Essential’’ imports are paid for 
at the official rate, ‘‘semiessential’’ rimports 
at the official rate ‘plus 33 percent ad va- 
lorem, and. luxu imports at the ‘free. rate 
plus 44 percent ad valorem, calculated on the 
official rate. 

Nicaragua.—Since November 9, 1950, the of- 
ficial rate applies to specified government 
payments. Imports of essential goods and 
certain nontrade remittances are effected at 
the basic rate (7), semiessential. goods and 


® July-December. Selling rate in effect 
gy ene vot eed A — gay 1, 1950, 
ovember-December. te. establ 
November 9, 1950. — 
“New exchange rate structure estab- 
— August 1, 1952. See.explanatory notes 
elow. 
% March - December average. based on 
month-end quotations. 
* Bolivian curb rate as of March 4, 1952, 


some nontrade remittances at the basic rate 
plus a surcharge of one cordoba. per dollar 
(effective rate 8), and nonessential imports 
and other nontrade remittances at the hd 
rate plus 3 cordobas per dollar (10). 
Paraguay.—On August 1, 1952, a new official 
buying and selling rate of 15 gua es per 
U. §S. dollar was established, replacing the 
two previous rates of 6 and 9 guaranies per 
dollar. Most essential imports and certain 
designated nontrade transactions are effected 
at os ns i a 
essentials a e c rate plus 6-guarani 
surcharge (21), and permitted nonessential 
imports at» basic pate plus: 15-guarani sur- 
charge (80). Other private nontrade trans- 
actions are conducted at the free market rate. 


Peru.—Payment for permitted imports, and 
for certain authorized nontrade transactions 
is effected. through the use of exchange cer- 
tificates, at rates arrived at in the free 
market. Other nontrade transactions ane ef- 
fected at the legal free-market rate. 


Uruguay.—The controlled rate of 1.90 pesos 
per dollar applies to alist of raw materials 
and primary necessities estimated to amount 
to about 80 percent of total jmports. The 
‘rate of 2.45 pesos per dollar applies to non- 
listed imports, deemed to be norressentials or 
Tuxuries. The uncontrolled rate is applied to 
montrade transactions. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





1952 





Dates 





Oct. 21-24... Sixty-sixth Annual Dairy Show, London, Eng- 
. ‘ P , and. 
Aug. 18-Oct. 1........The Industries Fair, Reykjavik, Iceland. ct. 22-Nov ai fans - Exhibitic ondo . 
Aug. 20-Sept. 20.......International Trade Fair, Izmir, Turkey. Oc, Hor. 1... Int ee Motor Exhibition, London, Eng 
Aug.23-Sept. 7......... Tenth St. Erik's Fair (International), Stockholm, Oct. 26-Nov. 22........ International Cycle & Motorcycle Exposition, 
,.,pweden eo me Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 
Aug. 26-Sept. 6........National Radio & Television Exhibition, London, a eee Nationa! Shoe Fair, Chicago, Ill. 
England. ; oF Oct. 31-Nov. 16 International Gastronomic Fair, Dijon, France. 
Aug. 30-Sept. 6........ w= Exhibition, Pretoria, Union of South Se ee Public were nt Bunicipal Congress & Exhibi- 
a. ; tion ondon, England 
Aug. 31-Sept. +... Trade Fair, Frankfurt am Main, Nov. 3- 8 ..Women’s International Exposition of Aris & 
German " Industry, New York, N. Y. 
Aug. 31-Sept. 4....... ne Leathergoods Fair, Offenbach, Ger- Nov. 15-22.. ~-International Cycle & Motorcycle Show, London, 
a 2 > England 
Sept. Be Vo necerversereneseees The Farnborough Flying Display & Exhibition, ae Forty-third Shoe and Leather Fair, London, 
Farnborough, England. 4 England. 
Sept. 2-11 meet: -—~" “aa Industries Fair, Utrecht, Nether- NOV. 17-21 ...cesssssosssneen London, Medical Exhibition 1952, London, Eng- 
. er a 
Sept. 4-16. .. Seventh International Congress & Exposition of Nov. 24-28... cccccseseccee Brewer's Exhibition, London, England. 
Photogrammetry, Washington, D. ST) Sere Twentieth National Power & Mechanic al Engi- 
Sept. 5-14. ... thirteenth International Automobile Exhibition, neering Exposition, New York, N. 
Copenhagen, Denmark. Dec. 8-12.. .. Smithfield Show & Agricultural adnan Ex- 
Sept. 6-14... essere Washington State-Far East International Trade hibition, London, England. 
Fair, Seattle, Wash. Dec. 10-13 Automotive Service Industries Show, Atlantic 
Sept. 6-2... International Trade Fair, Strasbourg, France. City, N 
Sept. 6-24.........cccesve- International Trade Fair, Bari, Italy. | 
Se © | een International Trade Fair. Vienna, Austria. 1953 Dates 
Sept. 7-16.......cseceneee International Trade Fair, Cologne, Germany. PSS eee Second Netherlands Packaging Show, Amster. 
Textile Fair, Sept. 7-9; dam, Netherlands. 
. ane vr.’ eapeware ae tf eR ge Jan. Bg EE Ones. National Motor Boat Show. New York, N. Y. 
_ estan see nternationa rade Fair, Leipzig, : ~~. nternationa otor Exhibition, Brussels, * 
Sept. 7 International Trade Fair, Salonika, Greece. gium. Bel 
Seventh National Instrument Conference & Ex- SOR: SI  vcoiccrreceniness Eleventh International Heating & Ventilating 
hibit, Cleveland, Ohio. Exposition, Chicago, IIl. 
ws National Chemical Exposition, Chicago, Feb. 1-Apr. 30 4........ Puligpme International Fair, Manila, Republic 
s } oO e ippines. 
,.Office Equipment Exposition (International), Feb. 22-26....... International Leathergoods Fair, Offenbach 
Zurich, Switzerland. Germany. ; 
German Fair of Music, Dusseldorf, Germany. Feb. 22-26 International Trade Fair, Frankfurt am Main, 
Seventh International Preserved Food & Pack- Germany. 
aging Exhibition, Parma, Italy Feb. 27-Mar. 8......... German Radio & Television Exhibition, Dussel- 
National Radio and Television Exhibition, Milan, dorf, Germany. 
Italy , Feb. 28-Mar. 4......... Light Industries Fair, Hannover, Germany. 
Seventh’ ‘International Trade Fair, Ghent, Bel- Feb. 28-Mar. 15........ International Exhibition. Colon, ‘Panama. 
gium. ) || ee International Motor Exhibition, Geneva, Swit- 
Swiss National Autumn Fair, Lausanne, Switzer- zerland. 
land. : Mar. 9-12........:ccscccorss International Beauty Show, New York, N. Y. 
-.. Unternational Trade Fair, Zagreb, Yugoslavia. Mar. 9-14.........c0cce0: Foodstuff Exhibition, ROKA, Rotterdam, Nether- 
Sept. cccsmeceae LNternational Trade Fair, Marseille, France. ands. 
SS ee eee Euro opean Machine Tool Exhibition, Hannover, Mar. 10-15 ...International Agricultural Machinery Exhibition, 
Germany. Paris, France 
Sept. 16-20........cccseved Canadian Housewares and Home Appliance , af Royal Netherlands Industries Fair (60th), Ut- 
Show, Montreal, Canada recht, Netherlands. 
Sept. 17-Oct. 4......... Tupespetionst Machine Tool Exhibition, London, i cncceensceresnanet International Automobile Exhibition, Frankfurt 
England. : am Main, Germany. 
Sept. 19-29...........c000 — and Clock Fair, Frankfurt am Main, Mar. 20-29... ~-Internetonal Technical Fair, Copenhagen, Den- 
ermany. ma 
Sept. 19-Oct. 5......... German Industry Show, Berlin, Germany. Mar. 26-Apr. 6.........Rand ‘Easter Show, Johannesburg, Union of 
SS SO es ee International Sample Fair, Bolzano, Italy. South Africa. 
Sept. 22-27..... ....Jairy Industries Exposition, Chicago, Ill. yee International Commercial Fair, Copenhagen, 
Sept. 23-30 ..lnstruments and Measurements Exhibition, Denmark. 
Stockholm, Sweden. pa ee Swiss Industries Fair, Basel, Switzerland. 
Sept. 25-30 . ———— Book Fair, Frankfurt am Main, Apr. 16-May 18.......... “Caggeest of the Desert'’ Exhibition, Jerusalem, 
many. srael. 
Sept. 26-Oct. 4......... International Commercial Motor Transport Ex- Apr. 25-May 10.......... International Trade Fair, Brussels, Belgium. 
hibition, London, England. Apr. 25-May 10.........International Trade Fair, Liege, Belgium. 
Sept. 27-Oct. 9......... International Trade Fair, Graz, Austria. ye  - Seeetaen Seventh Annual National Office Furniture As- 
Sept. 27-Oct. 10...... International Technics Exhibition, Turin, Italy. sociation Convention & Exhibit, Cleveland, 
Sept. 27-Oct. 12......... International Cotton and Rayon Exhibition, io. 
Busto Arsizio, Italy. Apr. 26-May 6.......... Heavy Industries Fair, Hannover, Germany. 
Sept. 29-Oct. 2......... Chemists’ Exhibition, London, England. Apr. 27-May ..British Industries Fair, Lonson and Birming- 
Sept. 29-Oct. 12......... International Nautical Exhibition, Paris, France. ham, England. 
Sept. 29-Oct. 12........Second National Television Exhibition & Six- May-Oct. 1 2.....ccccsseerees I nternational Horticultural Exhibition, Hamburg, 
teenth National Radio & Electronic Exhibi- Germ 
tion, Paris, France. i BO BD osicccscsvicrssorsee International Petroleum Exposition and Con- 
Sept. 30-Oct. 3......... Tron and Steel Exposition, Cleveland, Ohio. gress, Tulsa, Okla. 
Oct.  2-12..................tnternational Automobile, Cycle, & Sports Ex- May 29-June 29......... Istanbul Exposition, Istanbul, Turkey. 
hibition, Paris, France. TUMS Ded D...i.0.0020000.0000 International Trade Fair, Toronto, Canada. 
Oct.. 4-19. a.Anternational Food & Housekeeping Exhibition, June 1-Aug. 31........ Central African Rhodes Centenary Exhibition, 
7 Brussels, Belgium. Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia. 
Det. 4-19 ..Swiss Fair of Lugano, Lugano, aierstons. June 3-13 ....8econd British Plastics Exhibition and Conven- 
t. 6-10 7%..............National Hardware Show, New Y 5 a tion, London, England. 
Oct. he enna 6) a Office Equipment Eenikitien, Paris, pe | International Trade Fair, Barcelona, eye 
Fra June 20-Oct. 11......... German Transportation Exposition, nich, 
Oct. 11-19 onuneniaie*Plaation 952" Exhibition, Dusseldorf, Germany. Germany. 
ey See Fifth London Regional Display of the Engineer- Aug. 20-Sept. 20...... International Trade Fair, Izmir, Turkey. 
ing Industries Association, London, England. 
Oct. 20-24 .vocccccos..... National Metal Exposition, Philade Iphia, Pa. 1 New listings or corrections. 
(2 esa iy ue **Model Engineer’ Exhibition, London, England. * Exact date not yet available. 





Mr. 


Henri Abt, Director, 


German- 





Nuremberg Toy Fair 
To Be Held in March 


The annual German Toy Fair at 
Nuremberg will be held from March 8 
to 13, 1953. This fair, the largest of its 
type in Western Germany, will feature 
toys, Christmas tree ornaments, and 
novelties. 


Further information may be obtained 
from the-Fair Management, Toy Fair, 
Nuremberg, Western Germany; or from 


American Trade Promotion Office, Suite 
6921, Empire State Bldg., 350 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 


Spain Plans Handicraft Show 


An International Handicraft Exhibi- 
tion is being planned for the spring of 
1953 in Spain. Information may be ob- 


tained from Sr. Don Jacinto Alcantara, 
Chief, Spanish Handicraft Syndicate, 
Madrid, Spain, 





Egypt, Germany Plan Fair 


The United States Embassy of Cairo, 
Egypt, reports that a German industrial 
exhibition is scheduled to be held in 
that city, January 29-February 22, 1953, 
on the grounds of the Royal Agricul 
tural Society at Gezira. 





UNITED STATES interests have 
taken an option on lithium property in 
western Quebec, Canada. An entire 
township is reported to have been 
staked. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 
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Rail Service Limits 
Trade in South Africa 


Lack of adequate railway facilities 
continues to hinder the export of 
chrome and manganese ores from South 
Africa and is beginning to cause some 
alarm among gold producers. The flow 
of these essential items has been re- 
duced to dangerously low levels and in- 
yentories are constantly being depleted. 

In June the railways announced re- 
ceipt of 2 of 60 locomotives ordered 
some time ago, but delivery of more 
of these units is not expected during 
1952. ; 

The Manpower Committee appointed 
by the Minister of Transport has recom- 
mended that an investigation be made 
of the shortage of staff on the railways 
and that 4,000 men, chiefly technicians, 
be recruited and imported from over- 
seas immediately. Such recruiting would 
contribute materially to solving the 


manpower problems of the railways, 
which now have 10,000 vacancies. 


New Transmitter Extends British TV 
Coverage To 80 Percent Of Population 


A new television transmitter at Wen- 
voe, 4 miles from Cardiff, Wales, was 
declared officially in operation on Au- 
gust 15, and thus some three and a 


half million people in South Wales 
and Western England were added to 
Britain’s growing television audience. 

The Postmaster General, at the open- 
ing, said that Britain now leads the 
world in television coverage, with pro- 
grams available to 80 percent of the 
population. He predicted that color tele- 
vision will be introduced in Britain 
within 5 years. ‘ 

The Wenvoe transmitter is part of 
a country-wide plan conceived some 
years ago and designed to bring about 
complete national television coverage. 
It is the fourth transmitter to be in- 
troduced, joining Alexandra Palace, 
(London), Sutton Coldfield, (Midlands), 
and Holme Moss, (Scotland). As with 
the other transmitters, programs will 
not originate at the station but will be 
received by microwave relay, and later 
by coaxial cable, from the main B.B.C. 


studios at Alexandra Palace. Mobile 
vans will operate locally, however, and 
transmit programs to London for dis- 
semination over all transmitters, either 
in the form of motion pictures or di- 
rect by television camera and coaxial 
cable. 

The transmitter at Wenvoe is re- 
puted to be one of the most powerful 
in the world. It is operated for the time 
being at 5 kilowatts but shortly will 
change to 50 kilowatts when additional 
equipment is installed. 

The underground coaxial cable be- 
tween London and Cardiff could not 
be completed in time for the seheduled 
opening of-the Wenvoe station and as 
a result temporary use is being made 
of a microwave !ink between the two 
points, originally established several 
years ago on an experimental basis. 
The coaxial cable is expected to be 
ready for use in about 2 months. 

The equipment used in the station 
was designed and built by Electric and 
Musical Industries, Ltd., and Standard 
Telephones and Cables, Ltd. 





Argentine Industry 


(Continued from Page 3) 


now ceased. The volume exported in 
July was the smallest in recent years, 
reflecting the small crops of last year. 
Total shipments of grain and flaxseed 
for the month were 16,254 metric tons. 
Normally, 300,000 tons or more move 
monthly in midyear. 


Exports of small grains in all months 
of 1952 totaled only 338,100 tons; ex- 
ports for the entire year 1951 amounted 
to 2,900,000 tons. 


Foreign-Exchange Holdings Decline 


Foreign exchange holdings amounted 
to 1,593 million pesos as of July 23, 
according to a statement of the Ar- 
gentine Central Bank. This total was 
27 percent below holdings at the end 
of 1951; one-fifth of the decline oc- 
hea after June 30. Furthermore, 

Central Bank’s liability to corre- 
spondents abroad, including letters of 
credit, amounted to 1,457 million pesos 
on July 23. This amount not only ex- 
ceeds the total of 1,127 million pesos 
as of the end of December, but also is 
nearly as much as the foreign exchange 
Holdings. Gold holdings valued at 814 
Million pesos have been unchanged so 
far in 1952, 

The peso rose in value in terms of 
the dollar in the black market during 
July. The average buying rate was 
20.68 pesos per dollar, which gave the 
Peso a value nearly 5 percent greater 
than the average exchange rate of 21.63 
Pesos per dollar for June. 

MSeveral factors explain this move- 
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ment, seemingly paradoxical inasmuch 
as wages and prices advanced under 
continuing inflationary conditions. 'One 
is the curtailment in the volume of im- 
port permits granted without use of 
exchange at the official rates, thus re- 
ducing the Argentine demand for dol- 
lars. Probably of greater significance 
was the restriction on liquid funds in 
Argentina, which in turn lessened the 
demand for dollars in the free market. 
—Emb., Buenos Aires. 


South Africa Warned 


(Continued from Page 5) 


in imports resulting from relaxation of 
import controls in 1951. However, with 
curtailment of imports by Government 
action, and an inflow of foreign capital 
in excess of original expectations, au- 
thorities hope to maintain a satisfactory 
balance-of-payments condition for the 
remainder of 1952. 

The major part of the £71,000,000 net 
capital flow from abroad in 1951 came 
from the sterling areas. In the first 
6 months of 1952, the inflow of foreign 
capital totaled £40,000,000.. This amount 
was higher than originally expected 
and a larger portion came from non- 
sterling areas than in earlier periods, 
owing to new Swiss and American in- 
vestments. These amounted to £7,000,- 
000 and £11,100,000, respectively. 

Gold producers have continued to sell 
gold in the open market at a premium 
but at a much reduced volume, For the 
year ended March 31, 1952, the total 
premium realized by producers on open- 








market sales amounted to £6,200,000, 
and this was approximately 10 percent 
above the statutory price. However, 
sales during the second half of the 
period were substantially lower than in 
the first half, as the price of gold in 
the world’s free markets generally has 
shown a declining tendency since Sep- 
tember 1951. 





South Africa Raises Interest 
On Government Obligations 


Joint action of the Minister of 
Finance and the South African Reserve 
Bank raised interest rates on govern- 


ment obligations effeetive August 1, 
1952. 


New rates on government stock (long- 
term bonds) were increased to yield a 
net return to redemption of 4% per- 
cent. On municipal and government- 
owned public utility bonds having a 
maturity of 12 to 15 years the yield 
was increased to 5 percent, and on 
5-year government bonds it. was raised 
from 3% percent to 4 percent. For short- 
term Treasury bills maturing within a 
year, the rate was raised from 1% to 
2 percent, and on 6-month maturities 
the annual rate was increased from 1% 
to 1% percent. 

The principal aim of this action, ac- 
cording to a statement released by the 
Minister of Finance, is to achieve and 
maintain stability of the South African 
money market for gilt-edged obligations, 
with a minimum of active intervention 
by the authorities. 

. 
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Relief Seen For Istanbul Port Congestion 


Repairs on the warehouse at Haskoy 
on the right bank of the Golden Horn, 
newly acquired by Istanbul’s port au- 
thorities, are expected to be completed 
shortly. This warehouse occupies an 
area of 70,000 square meters and will 
almost double the storage facilities at 
Istanbul. 


The Denizoilik Bank has decided to 
allow storage of merchandise in the 
warehouse even before completion of 
the work, and local shipping circles pre- 
dict that the number of days spent 
in port by foreign ships will thereby 
soon be considerably reduced. 


Railways Of Mexico 
Improving Their Lines 


Ferrocarril del Pacifico, of Mexico, 
will invest some 78 million pesos in 
its rehabilitation program during the 
year April 1952 to March 1953. 


Included in this amount are 43 mil- 
lion pesos from an Export-Import Bank 
loan which will be spent primarily for 
rails, communications equipment, and 
diesel locomotives. The remainder of 
the amount to be expended will be for 
repair of roadbed, shops, machinery, 
etc. The sum of 1,405,000 pesos, ad- 
vanced to the railroad by wheat pro- 
ducers against future freight payments, 
is to be used for the purchase of rolling 
stock. 


Indications are that the rehabilita- 
tion program, now actively begun, will 
be accelerated as more funds are avail- 
able. Orders for boxcars, gondolas, creo- 
soted timbers, rails, and other equip- 
ment are being placed, and rail 
replacement on part of the line is well 
under way. 

The entire Oaxaca line of National 
Railways of Mexico, extending from 
Mexico City to Oaxaca, began standard- 
gage operation on August 21, when 
narrow-gage traffic ceased. 

The Esperanza line has not yet been 
changed to standard gage, but this 





Congestion in the port of Istanbul 
in June was the worst ever experienced. 
Foreign ships spent an average of 10.4 
days in port as against 4.7 days in June, 
1951. The acute congestion which has 
persisted during the past 3 months may 
be attributed partly to the 30-percent 
increase in Turkish imports. Similarly, 
the number of foreign ships operating 
in this port has increased by 25 per- 
cent. 





Insufficient Packing 
Of American Exports 


Poor packaging for export re- 
sults in damages sustained by the 
cargo with the resultant claims 
for such damages instituted by 
foreign importers against Ameri- 
can firms. In addition, goodwill 
painstakingly created by export- 
ers may be permanently impaired 
if one or more substantial ship- 
ments are damaged beyond re- 
pair or salvage. 


Recently, it came to the atten- 
tion of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce that, as a result of 
careless packaging by one of the 
leading exporters of textiles, the 
goods arrived at destination (in 
this case Durban, South Africa) 
badly damaged by water. By wa- 
terproofing the material at a rel- 
atively small additional cost, dam- 
age could be avoided. 


Although it may be possible to 
claim the damage from the car- 
rier on the grounds of negligence 
in handling the cargo by exposing 
it to the elements, the importer 
is dissatisfied and claims and 
counter claims are instituted. 











pletion of the work will give Oaxaca 
direct standard-gage connection through 
to the production agricultural regions 
of the eastern coastal plain. 

work will be finished promptly. Com- 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE FIELD SERVICE 


Albuquerque, N. M. 
204 S. 10th St. 


Atlanta 3, Ga. 
86 Forsyth St., N.W, 


Baltimore 2, Md. 
200 E. Lexington St, 


Boston 9, Mass. 
40 Broad St, 


Buffalo 3, N. Y. 
117 Ellicott St. 


Butte, Mont. 
306 Federal Bidg, 


Charleston 4, 8. C. 
Area 2 
Sargeant Jasper Bidg. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. 
308 Federal Office 
Bldg. 


Chicago 1, Ii. 
221 N. La Salle St, 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
105 W. Fourth St, 


Cleveland 14, Ohio 
925 Euclid Ave. 


Dallas 2, Tex. 
1114 Commerce St, 


Denver 2, Colo. 
142 New Custom 
House 


Detroit 26, Mich. 
1214 Griswold St. 


Ei Paso, Tex. 
310 San Francisco St, 


Hartford 1, Conn. 
135 High St. 


Houston 2, Tex. 
Fed. Land Bank Bidg. 


Jacksonville 1, Fla. 
311 W. Monroe 8t. 


Kansas City 6, Mo. 
903 McGee Bt. 


Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
112 W. 9th st. 


Louisville 2, Ky. 
631 Federal] Bidg. 


Memphis 3, Tenn. 
229 Federal Bldg, 


Miami 32, Fla. 
36 N. E. First at, 


Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
207 E. Michigan S, 


Minneapolis 2, Mina, 
607 Marquette Ave, 


Mobile 10, Ala. 
109-13 St. Joseph at, 


New Orleans 12, La, 
333 St. Charles Ave, 


New York 36, N. Y. 
2 West 43rd mt, 


Oklahoma City 2, 
kia. 
114 N. Broadway 


Omaha 2, Nebr. 
403 South 15th St. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
1015 Chestnut st, 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
311 N. Central Ave, 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
717 Liberty Ave, 


Portland 4, Oreg. 
520 S.W. Morrison 8St, 


Providence 3, R. I. 
327 Post Office Annex 


Reno, Nev. 
1479 Wells Ave, 


Richmond, Va. 
400 E. Main St, 


St. Louis 1, Mo. 
1114 Market St. 


Sait Lake City 1, 
Utah 
109 West 2nd St. & 


Sao Francisco 2, 
Calif. 
870 Market &t, 


Savannah, Ga. 
125-29 Bult st. 


Seattle 4, Wash, 
123 U. 8. Court 
House 


For local telephone number, consult 


U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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